
 

 

 

EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

February 22, 2017 

BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 

 

 

The El Paso County Board of Health met at 1675 West Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

February 22, 2017. Kari Kilroy, President, called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Board of Health Members:  

Kari Kilroy, President  

James Terbush, Vice President - excused 

Victoria Broerman  

Robert Bux  

Longinos Gonzales 

Peg Littleton - excused 

C.J. Moore  

Tom Strand  

Coreen Toll 

 

Directors Present:  

Dan Martindale, Director 

Tom Gonzales, Deputy Director 

Susan Wheelan, Deputy Director 

Brenda Heimbach, Health Services Division Director 

 

Others Present at Regular Session:  

Lori Seago  Kathi Schwan  Victoria Bennett Shari Cassidy  Paula Linhares  

Anita Brock  Lee Griffen   Jake Topakas  Lesia Gabel  Melissa Gordon 

Maria Gomez  Debbie Rivera   

 

Approval of Agenda 

Kari Kilroy asked for approval of the agenda. 

 

MOVED:  by CJ Moore seconded by Dr. Robert Bux to approve the agenda for the February 22, 2017 meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Board of Health Comments 

 

The El Paso County Vital Records Program team was recognized for having been selected to receive the 2016 

El Paso County Innovation Award for their role in the Electronic Death Records Implementation. 

 

Tom Strand attended a Trails and Open Spaces Coalition meeting. He is concerned about possible waste at 

homeless camp sites. Public Health will meet to review what if any role we would have.  

 

Approval of Board of Health Minutes  

 

MOVED:  by Longinos Gonzalez seconded by Tom Strand to ratify the minutes from the January 25, 2017 

Board of Health meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 



 

 

Finance and Budget 
Sherri Cassidy reviewed the December 2016 financial report.   

 

MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Longinos Gonzalez to approve the financial report for December 2016, 

pending audit. 

 

Contracts: 

A. Immunization Core – Extension/Renewal through June 2018 

B. Vaccines for Children (VFC) Compliance – Extension/Renewal through June 2018 – This contract is 

for site visits for our nurses to evaluate providers’ record keeping for the VFC program 

 

MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Coreen Toll to approve the contracts. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

New Business: 

 

Excellence in Food Safety Recognition – Tom Gonzales with Lee Griffen, Retail Food Safety Program 

Manager and Jake Topakas of Jake and Telly’s Greek Tavern 

A retail food establishment will be eligible for recognition if the establishment receives no critical violations on 

their report in the course of two regular annual inspections. Critical violations are those that, if not corrected, 

may lead to foodborne illness. There are three categories of retail food establishments recognized: 

 Full service establishments 

 Limited menu establishments 

 Schools and other nonprofit establishments 

 

477 restaurants out of 2,500 licensed establishments are being recognized for excellence in food safety.  This is 

a rewards-based system.  They will be recognized by the Board of Health and online.  The goal of this program 

is to improve food safety practices in El Paso County and to create a non-adversarial, positive relationship 

between EPCPH and restaurants through incentives. 

 

The restaurants being recognized for not having any critical food safety violations during their last two 

inspections are listed here.   

 

The board expressed unanimous support of the excellence in food safety recognition program, and requested 

that electronic certificates of excellence be emailed to each retail food establishment on the list, for them to 

print out and display at their discretion. 

   

Resolutions 
A. Additional Term for Board of Health Members  

The Board of Health recognizes that longstanding members have experience and historical 

knowledge and perspective regarding the role and impact of Public Health in the community and that 

this experience and knowledge provides valuable contributions to the Public Health policies 

established by the Board of Health. 

 

MOVED:  by Coreen Toll seconded by Tom Strand to approve the Resolution in support of an Additional Term 

for Board of Health Members. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Director’s Report – Dan Martindale 

 

http://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/service/food-safety


 

A. Leadership Team Initiatives:  Initiatives for the next two years have been set and include: 

1. Establish and maintain EPCPH as subject matter experts with key stakeholders 

2. Assure a competent, efficient, qualified, and diverse public health workforce 

3. Work with community stakeholders to remove barriers that create health inequity 

 

Kari Kilroy recommended managers attend the UCCS Leadership in Health Care Program. 

 

The Director indicated that it will be two to three months or more before Mr. Mead, of the Colorado AIDS 

Project, will present to the board on the proposed needle exchange progress. 

 

Based on a request from board members at the January meeting, Tom Gonzales, Deputy Director indicated 

that three locations on the main floor of the Citizens Service Center have been tested for radon. All results 

came back well below the threshold. It is recommended to repeat radon testing every five years. 

 

The Director provided an update on the Harrison School District 2 building where EPCPH is seeking to 

open a satellite office. City Council member Tom Strand and Commissioner Longinos Gonzalez offered to 

meet with the superintendent of HSD2, to expedite the process. 

 

Medical Director’s Report – Dr. Chris Nevin-Woods 

 

A. Flu – 40 states have reported wide-spread flu – the vaccine effectiveness for H3N2 subtype is 43 

percent. This is low, but the vaccine still has the capacity to prevent hospitalizations and severe illness. 

B. Seoul Virus – El Paso County Public Health has confirmed that a rat breeding facility (rattery) in El 

Paso County is linked to a multistate outbreak of Seoul virus. There are two confirmed human cases in 

El Paso County. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently identified pet rats as the source of the 

outbreak of Seoul virus in 15 states. According to CDC, the infected rodents have been distributed or 

received in Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, North Dakota, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, and Wisconsin. 

Symptoms of Seoul virus include fever, headache, chills, nausea, rash, inflammation or redness of the 

eyes, and normally begin within 1 to 2 weeks after contact with infectious material. In rare cases, 

infection can also lead to kidney disease and/or failure. The majority of infections are usually moderate, 

and some people do not experience any symptoms. Those who have had contact with rats recently, and 

who experience these symptoms should contact their health care provider. 

People can become infected with this virus after coming in contact with urine, droppings, or saliva of 

infected rodents. When fresh rodent urine, droppings, or nesting materials are disturbed (for example, 

when vacuuming or sweeping), tiny particles containing the virus get into the air. You may become 

infected when you breathe in these contaminated materials. You may also become infected when the 

urine or these other materials containing the virus get directly into a cut, broken skin, or into your eyes, 

nose, or mouth. In addition, people who work with live rodents can get the Seoul virus through bites 

from infected animals. Seoul virus is not known to be spread from person to person. 

Blood tests are used to confirm a diagnosis of Seoul virus in patients suspected to have an infection. 

Avoiding contact with rats and other rodents are key for preventing Seoul virus infections.  

To avoid becoming ill with disease carried by rodents: 

 Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water after handling pets or areas where pets 

 have been. 

 Keep small pets and their cages out of kitchens or other areas where food is served. 

 Pet cages, bedding, toys, food or water containers should be cleaned away from areas 

 where food is served or people may bathe. 

 Use gloves and a face mask for cleaning. 



 

 Avoid creating dust from bedding materials by wetting down with disinfectant. 

 Do not sweep or vacuum up rodent urine, droppings, or nests - this creates airborne 

 particles. 

 Cover cuts and scratches before handling your pet. 

 Don’t keep small pets in a child’s bedroom, especially children younger than five years. 

 Don’t snuggle or kiss small pets, touch your mouth after handling small pets, or eat or 

 drink around them. 

In about two percent of cases Seoul virus presents as acute renal failure and/or encephalitis 

 

Coreen Toll asked for a Zika virus update. It’s endemic in tropical countries and you will always see a 

baseline there. As the weather warms, we will have increased concern as well as troops in Zika-endemic 

areas or people travelling to those areas. 

 

Public Comment:   

None. 

 

Victoria Broerman asked for a status update on the EPCPH Teen Suicide prevention efforts.  Susan Wheelan 

addressed the question.  There have been five completed teen suicides in El Paso County so far in 2017.  For 

every completed youth suicide there are approximately 25 attempts. The Child Fatality Review Team group is 

prioritizing actionable steps – screening teens even if they are not showing signs of mental illness or depression. 

We want to get them the resources they need. In Colorado, suicide is the number one killer for youth aged 17 

and younger 

 

EPCPH is developing a funding proposal to bring to the County Administrator to increase our capacity to 

address these issues. There will be a 45-minute youth suicide presentation at the Board of Health retreat in 

March. 

 

Next Board of Health meeting  

 

March 22, 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., located in the John Snow/Milton Miller conference room. 
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