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EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 
March 23, 2016 

BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 
 

The El Paso County Board of Health met at 1675 West Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, March 23, 2016. James Terbush, Vice President, called the regular meeting to 
order at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Board of Health Members: Kari Kilroy, President - excused 
James Terbush, Vice President  
Victoria Broerman  
Tom Strand  
Robert Bux  
Sallie Clark  
C.J. Moore 
Dennis Hisey  
Coreen Toll 
 
Directors Present:  
Dan Martindale, Director 
Tom Gonzales, Deputy Director 
Brenda Heimbach, Health Services Division Director 
 
Others Present at Regular Session:  
Lori Seago  Kathi Schwan  Kelley Vivian  Danielle Oller  
Meghan Haynes Aaron Doussett Maria Ward  Alonna Donovan 
Larry Whitenack Shannon Rowe Elaine Johnsen Mina Liebert 
Kristi Durbin  Linda Bacorn  Lourdes Sauveterre Rena Kim 
Debra Stout Meininger 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Dr. James Terbush asked for approval of the agenda. 
 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Dennis Hisey to approve the agenda for the March 23, 
2016 meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Ratification of Action Items from February 8, 2016 and March 2, 2016 Electronic Votes 

 
Approval of Board of Health Minutes  
 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Robert Bux to ratify the vote approving the minutes from 
the February 8, 2016 and the March 2, 2016 Board of Health meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Finance and Budget 
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Members were provided the November 2015 and December 2015 financial reports.     
 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Robert Bux to ratify the vote approving the financial 
reports for November 2015 and January 2015, pending audit. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Contracts 
 

A. Citizens Service Center lease  
B. Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO) 
C. Title X  
D. PHEP 
E. Teen Suicide Prevention 

 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Robert Bux to ratify the vote approving the contracts 
brought before the Board. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2015 Sunshine Resolution  

This resolution proposes that notices of public meetings will be posted downstairs at the entrance 
of the Citizens’ Service Center. 

MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Robert Bux to ratify the vote approving the 2016 
Sunshine Resolution. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Approval of Board of Health Minutes  
 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Robert Bux to ratify the vote approving the minutes from 
the January 27, 2016, February 8, 2016 and March 2, 2016 electronic Board of Health meetings. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Finance and Budget – Elaine Johnsen presenting for County Budget Officer 
 
Elaine Johnsen reviewed the January 2016 financial report.   
 
MOVED:  by Tom Strand seconded by Sallie Clark to approve the financial report for January 
2016, pending audit. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Current Contracts 
 
A. VFC Compliance – 2016 Renewal 
B. Per Capita Additional Funding for water testing/inspections  
C. Vax Care  
D. IZ supplemental funding  
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MOVED:  by Sallie Clark seconded by C.J. Moore to approve the contracts brought before the 
Board. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Director’s Report – Dan Martindale 
 
The Southern Colorado AIDS Project (SCAP) is interested in meeting and revisiting the 
possibility of a needle exchange in Colorado Springs. Bill Mead serves as their representative 
and will be meeting with Public Health leadership in April. We can discuss this during a Board 
of Health work session. 
 
We will be hiring additional staff, including a data analyst.  That individual will help us with an 
electronic records system along with other systems.   
 
We may be requesting some reserve funding to cover computer upgrades.  All staff computers 
operate on Windows 2007.  Mainstream support ended in January 2015.  That could cost $45,000 
or more. 
 
There will also be a significant expense associated with a new Electronic Health Records system. 
 
Sallie Clark requested that we make contact with the Department of Human Services (DHS) on 
electronic records for their detox program. If we collaborate, we could realize some savings. 
Victoria Broerman suggested we consider the Epic system as both Penrose and Memorial use 
that system. 
 
Meghan Haynes is filling a three-year grant funded position on teen suicide prevention. Over the 
next year her goals include: 

1. Increasing communication among agencies to increase our coordination/services and 
activities for youth that we identify as being at risk for suicide. 
2. Reduce stigma around depression and anxiety to increase help seeking behavior among 
youth. 
3. Work to improve depression screening in primary care and public health settings to 
better identify youth at risk for suicide and ensure that we are referring them to 
appropriate resources. 

 
Meghan presented a map created by County IT in collaboration with the Sheriff’s Department, 
which mapped youth suicides (aged under 17) from 2009-2015 to zip code level. 
 
C.J. Moore asked if there are any local physicians using “Teen Screen.” Kaiser Permanente 
offers direct referrals to anyone answering “yes” to any questions on the survey tool. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners approved Victoria Broerman and Dr. Robert Bux for 
second terms on the Board of Health, and ratifies the approval of City Councilman Tom Strand, 
who began serving on the board last year. 
 



Page 4 of 5 
 

Tom Gonzales introduced Aaron Doussett.  Aaron has replaced Mike McCarthy as the Program 
Manager in Environmental Health in charge of the water quality program. They explained the 
current situation in Security-Widefield with regard to Perfluorinated Compounds (PFCs) in the 
Widefield aquifer. 
 
PFCs are human-made compounds; they are not found naturally.  They are found in Scotchguard 
® and firefighting foam. These compounds are not regulated. They may have adverse health 
effects.   PFCs were found in public drinking water sources in the Security, Widefield and 
Fountain drinking water systems as a result of a 2014 EPA study. EPCPH was made aware of 
these findings in January 2016. Specifically, PFCs were detected in four Security wells, one 
Widefield well and in a storage tank used by the City of Fountain Water. Please note that public 
water in these districts meets current health standards in the Colorado Primary Drinking 
Regulations. The EPA is testing for PFCs as an “emerging contaminant” in aquifers serving 
populations of 10,000 or more people. 
 
Focus is on the 500 people served by private wells, in 87 homes.  EPCPH has sent a letter to 
those individuals asking if we can test their wells. We have taken many steps to alert the public – 
FAQs, social media, news and radio interviews, and we have set up a PFC hotline. It is too early 
to speculate how PFCs got into the wells, but we know that under-counter reverse osmosis 
systems can remove the PFCs from the water. Additionally, the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) has begun surface water testing to see if any tributaries have 
PFCs.  They are checking Fountain Creek.  
 
This is not a water treatment problem.  This is a case in which the source testing revealed the 
presence of an emerging contaminant. PFCs were not found in any of the Colorado Springs 
Utilities water sources. 
 
The Public Health Office of Communication has done an outstanding job of effectively 
communicating this message to the public. 
 
Communicable Disease Report – Dr. Chris Nevin-Woods 
 
Dr. Nevin-Woods has joined El Paso County Public Health as our new contracted Medical 
Director.  She has 23 years of public health experience working in Pueblo.  Dr. Nevin-Woods 
continues to work with Pueblo and teaches at the School of Public Health in Denver. 
 
Influenza is a common, but still a tragic disease.  It remains a leading cause of death globally in 
children under age two.  It can be transmitted before there are any symptoms. This year, the 
vaccine was a very good match to the virus, and we saw relatively few cases early in the season. 
Recently we’ve had a spike in influenza cases.  There have been no pediatric deaths in Colorado 
associated with influenza this year. 
 
New Business  
 
We will explore the possibility of changing the Board of Health meeting date and time.  
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We will schedule a Board of Health work session to discuss strategic issues and emerging topics. 
 
Legislative Update: 
 
Deputy Director, Tom Gonzales serves on the board of The Colorado Association of Local 
Public Health Officials (CALPHO) as well as the legislative and policy committee.  There are 18 
bills we are currently monitoring. Three of these include: 
 

A. SB058 Cottage Foods – Baked goods can be produced out of the home and sold, 
provided that food is properly labeled.  The Colorado Department of Agriculture requires 
that small poultry farmers must be inspected.  This bill would eliminate food safety 
requirements for cottage food producers. 

 
B. HB1401 Retail Food Establishment Licensure – the bill increases annual license fees for 

retail food establishments, phasing in the increase over the next 3 years,  Section 3 of the 
bill requires the department of public health and environment (CDPHE) to create a 
uniform system to communicate health inspection results to the public and sets 
limitations on the development of the uniform system. We would like our 
Commissioners to contact state representatives and senators to advocate for this bill. 
Although retail food establishment inspection fees have not increased since 2009 and the 
increase will assist in covering the costs of the program, the focus of the bill is to 
increase food safety throughout Colorado. 
 

C. HB1164 Transfer Immunization Exemption Duties to CDPHE – This bill was intended 
to relieve childcare centers from the responsibility of collecting immunization cards from 
parents who could provide those directly to CDPHE through their portal.  It does not 
appear that this bill will move forward. 

 
Sallie Clark thanked EPCPH on their support of recent events, including advocating for Narcan, 
which has saved lives specific to opioid overdose.  We have received good media coverage on 
this issue, which is part of the National Association of Counties (NACo)’s “Safe and Secure 
Counties Initiative.” 

 
Public Comment:   
 
No public comments. 
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