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EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

MAY 20, 2013 

BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 

 

The El Paso County Board of Health met at 1675 West Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado 

Springs, Colorado, May 20, 2013. C.J. Moore, President, called the regular meeting to order at 

2:45 p.m. 

 

Board of Health Members: C.J. Moore, President  

Sharon Brown, Vice President  

Victoria Broerman - excused 

Helen Collins 

Robert Bux 

Sallie Clark - excused 

Kari Kilroy 

Amy Lathen 

vacant seat 

 

Division Directors Present: Jill Law, Public Health Director 

    Dan Martindale, Deputy Director 

Tom Gonzales, Environmental Health Director 

Susan Wheelan, Office of Communication Director 

Bill Letson, Medical Director 

Kelley Christians, Health Services Director 

Kathy Rice, Office of Planning, Partnerships and Accreditation 

Director 

 

Others Present at Regular Session:  

Nicola Sapp  Shannon Rowe  Martin Thrasher Kathi Schwan  

Marigny Klaber Lisa Powell  Shirley Macrides Amy Anderson 

Shannon Rowe Sherri Cassidy  Elaine Johnson    

 

Board President, C.J. Moore welcomed Helen Collins, the Board of Health’s new City Council 

representative. She bid farewell to Merv Bennet and John Suits.  John said farewell following his 

more than nine-year tenure on the board.  He said EPCPH is the best Public Health Department 

in the state.  

 

Kathy Rice, Director of Planning, Partnerships and Accreditation, gave a brief update on the 

status of EPCPH’s accreditation and the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) site visit.  

On May 7-8, 2013, EPCPH had a site visit from the PHAB as a final step in the accreditation 

process.  Board members John Suits, Robert Bux and Sharon Brown met with the accreditation 

board members.  An August decision on EPCPH’s accreditation status is expected by the PHAB.  

 

Approval of Agenda 

C.J. Moore asked for approval of the agenda with the addition of the El Paso County Safety 

Manual as an action item. 
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MOVED:  by Sharon Brown seconded by Amy Lathen to approve the agenda for the 20 May 

2013 meeting with noted correction. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Retirement Resolutions.  Presented by C.J. Moore.   

 

The retirements of Kathleen Rice, Director of the Office of Planning, Partnerships and 

Accreditation and Shirley Macrides, Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Educator, were 

acknowledged by the Board, with gratitude for their outstanding service to El Paso County 

Public Health. 

 

MOVED:  by Amy Lathen seconded by Sharon Brown to enter into the official record, the 

retirements of Kathleen Rice and Shirley Macrides. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Board Member Comments 

 

Board President C.J. Moore welcomed Helen Collins, the new City Council representative for 

the record.  She also bid farewell to Merv Bennet and John Suits, and thanked them for their 

valuable contribution to the county.  John has served on the El Paso County Board of Health for 

over nine years.  He has served three terms as Board President.  

 

Board of Health Minutes March 18, 2013 

MOVED:  by Amy Lathen seconded by Sharon Brown to approve the minutes for the 18 March 

2013 meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Finance and Budget – Nicola Sapp, County Budget Officer 

 

Nicola Sapp reviewed the March 2013 EPCPH budget before the Board, There have been no 

negative impacts during the first quarter.  She explained how the County conducts quarterly 

trending for its departments, so that variances can be noted and acted on.  Trending for the 

quarter is averaged over the first three months of each of the last three years.  Down variances 

are generally not reflective of revenue not coming in, but rather a timing issue.  H1N1 and 

Emergency Preparedness (EP) grants are not in the budget this year, and have skewed the 

budget.  Finance will pull those items out and re-trend.   

 

The 4.8 million in total revenues is what really matters.  The 1.2 million TEPP grant has a very 

short time span.  Removing that from consideration, there is a variance of just over $630,000.    

Nicola said there are no concerns about the budget for March; everything looks good.  

 

There were no comments or questions from Board members on the March financial report. 

 

MOVED:  by Robert Bux seconded by Amy Lathen to approve the financial report for March 

2013, pending audit. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Director’s Report – Jill Law 

 

Public Health Director Jill Law wanted to feature EPCPH’s work toward its goal of being among 

the first one percent of public health organizations to be accredited by the PHAB.  She thanked 

Dr. Bux, John Suits and Sharon Brown for being present at the PHAB site visit. 

 

Medical Director’s Report – Bill Letson 

 

Dr. Letson noted a trend regarding pertussis.  Generally it would trend down following the 

winter months.  He is not certain why it picked back up after it began to curve down.  Sharon 

Brown asked if there were specific populations affected.  Dr. Letson noted that there are two 

high incident areas:  infants and children at about 10 years of age. 

 

Prevention efforts to protect infants were focused on “cocoon vaccinations” or vaccinating those 

individuals who regularly come into contact with infants. 

 

There is speculation that the newer vaccines are somewhat less effective than the “old wholesale 

vaccines.”  Acellular pertussis vaccines may be less effective.  Just before children are due for 

their TDaP booster, which would reinforce protection, we are seeing an uptick in pertussis cases. 

 

Old Business -  
A. Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) Update – 

Marigny Klaber  

 

EPCPH received a grant from the CDPHE in January to conduct a CASPER.  The CASPER was 

a door-to-door survey in areas that were designated as being at heightened risk of flash flooding 

as a result of the Waldo Canon Fire.  The survey consisted of 29 questions and took no longer 

than 15 minutes.  Two weeks prior to the CASPER, a “Save the Date” was mailed out to 

individuals in the designated areas.  Marigny said that she attended some community town hall 

meetings.  On 12 and 13 April, 30 Public Health staff members went out into the community in 

12 teams.  Emergency Preparedness (EP) met its goal of an 80% response rate.  170 surveys 

were completed.    Some of the highlights were noted in a handout to Board members. EP had 

ten recommendations resulting from the survey.  The results from the CASPER will be 

distributed to stakeholders later this month. 

 

B. Resolution: El Paso County Safety Manual – Jill Law  

 

A resolution for EPCPH to adopt the EPC Safety Manual was put before the Board.  Public 

Health Director, Jill Law reminded members that this resolution was a continuation from the 

March meeting when members indicated they needed more time to review the manual.  EPC 

Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) adopted the latest version of the manual earlier this 

year.   
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It was noted that specific safety policies and procedures currently implemented by El Paso 

County Public Health for its clinics, laboratory, and other operational areas will take precedence 

over the procedures outlined in the County’s manual, as EPCPH adheres to stricter standards in 

these areas.  Other agencies, such as the Sherriff’s Department have similarly adopted the EPC 

Safety Manual for general guidelines, while retaining their own protocol for specific areas where 

they adhere to their own, higher standard. 

 

As an example, attention was drawn to page 23 of the EPC Safety Manual, which addresses 

bloodborne exposure.  EPCPH procedures in incidents of bloodborne exposure would supersede 

the procedures outlined in the County’s Safety Manual.  Jill Law stressed that Public Health’s 

policies have to be stricter, as the EPC Safety Manual is very broad. 
 
MOVED:  by Sharon Brown seconded by Robert Bux to pass the resolution adopting the El Paso 

County Safety Manual for the Public Health Department. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

C.  Waldo Canyon Fire Costs 2012 – Jill Law  

 

In response to Victoria Broerman’s request for information on the financial impact of the Waldo 

Canyon Fire on EPCPH during the March meeting, Jill Law indicated that the total cost was 

$120,633.41.  This number is low; however, as it does not include revenue lost from the week 

EPCPH was closed.   

 

Robert Bux noted that the Board voted to cover $100,000, which turned out to be a close 

estimate.   

 

New Business –  
 

 Pikes Peak Carbon Monoxide Task Force – Tom Gonzales and Howard Brooks 

 

Howard Brooks, Executive Director of the Energy Resource Center, presented on the Pikes Peak 

Carbon Monoxide Task Force.   He indicated that his goal is to keep low-income families warm 

and safe by providing low cost energy upgrades.  One in four homes have venting furnaces with 

carbon monoxide poisoning risk.  El Paso County is leading the state and possibly the country in 

addressing carbon monoxide risk.  It is a very underreported issue and a much bigger problem 

than we think.  Someone with carbon monoxide poisoning will have flu-like symptoms.  They 

will feel tired, lethargic, confused.  Most poisonings happen in the home.  Most victims are 

asleep when it happens.  High level exposure leads to death.  Lower levels can lead to permanent 

health issues.  Last October, nine families had to evacuate their homes in an apartment complex 

due to carbon monoxide poisoning.  Two people were severely impacted – one died and one was 

in critical condition.   

 

The Carbon Monoxide Task Force has partnered, along with EPCPH, with 22 organizations, 

including hospitals, schools and code enforcement.  Denver is looking into starting a carbon 

monoxide task force as well.  Colorado Springs is leading the way.   
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Project COPE is one component that the task force manages.  It provides free carbon monoxide 

detectors to low income families.  If a family is eligible for utility assistance, then they are 

eligible for a free carbon monoxide detector.  Last year 200 detectors were provided. Each cost 

approximately $35.  Contributions from Colorado Springs Utilities, a law firm and other donors 

financed the purchase of the detectors. This fall, the task force will be launching another effort.  

Mr. Brooks stressed that it is important to make sure combustion appliances are working 

properly before sealing up a home for the winter. 

 

Contracts  
 

Jill Law noted that all three contracts being brought before the Board are renewals of existing, 

previously approved contracts. 

 

A. Family Planning Program/FPP and Colorado Family Planning Initiative/CFPI  

 

This award is utilized by the Clinical Services Department to provide comprehensive services for 

men and women. The services include a comprehensive health screening, social history and 

physical examination administered in accordance with Title X regulations, CDPHE and EPCPH 

policies and procedures. Additionally, the program provides education and counseling services 

regarding family planning, abstinence counseling, child spacing, nutrition, sexually transmitted 

disease testing, HIV/AIDS, adolescent counseling and other related health issues. Contraceptive 

information, education and supplies regarding family planning methods are   provided.   

 

MOVED:  by Kari Kilroy seconded by Amy Lathen to approve the Family Planning 

Program/FPP and Colorado Family Planning Initiative/CFPI contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

B. Tobacco Education and Prevention Program (TEPP) FY14 Contract  

 

El Paso County Public Health will support the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment’s Tobacco Education, Prevention and Cessation Strategic Plan 2012-2020 goals to 

provide tobacco cessation, reduce initiation of tobacco use, decrease tobacco prevalence among 

youth and decrease exposure to secondhand smoke in El Paso County. This funding is part of a 

two-year, nine-month grant plan that is to be renewed annually with level funding by CDPHE 

pending Amendment 35 funding availability. 

 

County Commissioner Amy Lathen asked if any work done on the TEPP contract relates to 

marijuana.  Susan Wheelan indicated that the State Health Department is very aware of the 

marijuana issue, but the challenge is that the Amendment 35 tax was only approved for tobacco 

prevention efforts.  In passing Amendment 35, there was no foresight that marijuana would 

become the issue that it has.  Jill Law added that the State Medical Director is leading a task 

force on the issue. 

 

MOVED:  by Kari Kilroy seconded by Amy Lathen to approve the Tobacco Education and 

Prevention Program (TEPP) FY14 Contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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C. Emergency Preparedness and Response Base Funding (Core) and Cities Readiness  

Initiative (CRI)  

 

This contract for 2013-2014 combines both the Emergency Preparedness and Response Base 

Funding and Cities Readiness Initiative contract.  The Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Base portion is the all-encompassing emergency preparedness contract with the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and Environment for the 2013-2014 year.  This is a continuation of 

a series of emergency preparedness contracts supporting El Paso County Public Health’s 

emergency preparedness and all-hazards preparedness efforts for the South Central Region-

Chaffee, Lake, Park, Teller, and El Paso counties.  The primary intent of this contract is to fund 

actual participation of the contractor in the immediate establishment, use and continuous 

improvement of a response system using the Centers for Disease Control established target 

capabilities to measure public health system response performance. 

 

The Cities Readiness Initiative portion of this contract is to enhance the safety of Americans 

through the development of the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS). This funding is to develop 

plans and infrastructure so that the selected cities are prepared to provide oral medications during 

an anthrax event to their entire population within 48 hours. This generally will entail enhancing 

each city’s capability to establish a network of point of dispensing (POD) sites staffed with 

trained/exercised paid and volunteer staff. 

 

MOVED:  by Kari Kilroy seconded by Amy Lathen to approve the Emergency Preparedness and 

Response Base Funding (Core) and Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Public Comments 

 

No public comments. 

 

Next Board of Health meeting  

 

June 17, 2013, 2:30 p.m. - 4:30, located in the John Snow/Milton Miller conference room. 

 

20 May 2013-BOH/KSchwan 

 


