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Methodology

Data Sources 
Population-based health data 
is routinely and systematically 
collected by a number of 
national and state agencies. 
Information on birth, death, 
disease, injury, hospitalization, 
health-risk behaviors, 
and sociodemographic 
characteristics are accessible 
either at the county level for El 
Paso County or at the state level 
for Colorado. Data for the El 
Paso County Health Indicators 
2011 Report was obtained 
primarily from standardized 
data sources, which included:

Population counts and other 
administrative data

 ▪ Colorado State 
Demography Office
 ▪ Colorado Department of 
Labor and Employment 
 ▪ Colorado Department of 
Education

Birth and death data
 ▪ Colorado Department 
of Public Health and 
Environment

Socioeconomic data
 ▪ United States Census Bureau
 ▪ Colorado Department of 
Labor and Employment

Disease or injury surveillance 
data 

 ▪ Colorado Department 
of Public Health and 
Environment
 ▪ National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration
 ▪ Colorado Hospital 
Association

Health survey data
 ▪ American Community 
Survey (ACS)
 ▪ Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System 
(BRFSS)
 ▪ Colorado Child Health 
Survey
 ▪ Colorado Health Access 
Survey (formerly, Colorado 
Household Survey)
 ▪ National Immunization 
Survey (NIS)
 ▪ National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health
 ▪ Pregnancy Risk Factor 
Monitoring System 
(PRAMS)
 ▪ Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance System 
(YRBS)

Note: This is not an exhaustive 
list of all data sources used 
in this report. Citations are 
provided at the end of each 
chapter with references to the 
original data source.

Technical Notes
 ▪ County versus state level 
data—Some of the data was 
only available at the state level 
due to sampling limitations, 
and those values are used as 
surrogate measures where 
county level data was not 
available. 
 ▪ Combining years of data—In 
some instances when analyzing 
county level data, multiple 
years of data were combined to 
provide more stable estimates, 
particularly when using health 
survey data. These estimates 

represent an annual average 
during the specified time 
frame, usually no more than 
five years.

▪▪ Margin of error (see 
Glossary of Terms)—When 
measurements are calculated 
from a sample of people within 
a population, these values are 
subject to a level of uncertainty 
or error. This uncertainty can 
be represented through the 
use of a margin of error, which 
indicates a range of values for 
which there is a 95 percent 
probability of containing 
the true value for the entire 
population.

  In this report, many of the 
data values presented have 
a margin of error. However, 
for ease of reading and 
presentation, margins of error 
were only included when 
making notable comparisons 
(particularly when describing 
health disparities). Error bars 
are included on some figures in 
the report and these represent 
the (95 percent) upper and 
lower limits of the margin of 
error. When comparing values 
between groups of a population 
or across time periods, if 
margin of errors overlap 
then there is no statistically 
significant difference between 
the measured values. 
Alternatively, if margin 
of errors do not overlap, 
then there is a statistically 
significant difference between 
the measured values. ▪


