
       
 

Date: 1/27/14 

Meeting Minutes 
BAAG members attended: Mr. Scary (Nostalgia Tattoo Co.); Kris Wright (Pens & Needles); Nikki 

Wells (Steadfast Tattoo Studio); Gary Wells (Steadfast Tattoo Studio); 

 
EPCPH staff members attended: Julia Claussen, Tara Olson, Celeste Baker, Jim Goodwin, Tom 

Gonzales 

Lead Topic Discussion/Action 
Jim New Lead EHS for 

Body Art Program 

Tara was introduced to the group as Jim’s new Lead EHS and Team Leader for 

the Body Art Program. Celeste Baker has been promoted to the Lead EHS 

position and will be moving to the EH water programs and eventually out of body 

art, but she will continue to help with body art during a transition period that will 

last a few months.   

Jim Body Art Licensing All but three El Paso County Body Art Establishments have paid their 2014 

licensing fees. Each of the remaining three have been issued a $250 civil penalty 

and will soon be assessed an additional $500 civil penalty.  

Jim Restructuring the 

Body Art Program 

With the departure of Celeste from the Body Art Program and with the recent 

resignations of two long-standing members of the team, the program is in the 

process of rebuilding. Julia has almost completed her training, and the new Team 

Lead, Tara, has extensive body art experience from years ago. A third member of 

the team is anticipated, but unknown at this time.  

Jim Recognition of Safest 

Establishments 

After discussing the Excellence in Food Safety Program, the group agreed that it 

would serve as a good model for the Body Art Program. To be “excellent,” a body 

art establishment must have two consecutive regular inspections with no critical 

item violations cited. Therefore, recognition for excellence will be a two year 

process because body art establishments are routinely inspected only once per 

year. After each year (probably in February) the Board of Health will be 

requested to publicly recognize the qualified establishments. Shops may also be 

identified as candidates for recognition on the list of licensed establishments 

that is routinely updated on the EPCPH website. Finding ways to bring those 

shops recognized as excellent by the Board of Health to the public’s attention 

was also discussed. Social media would be one way.  

Jim Educational 

Materials/Programs 

The group would like to have an educational document that will help the public 

evaluate body art establishments. Jim Goodwin explained that his effort to 

develop such a document ended up being too much like a critical item inspection 

report. Mr Scary and Gary Wells remembered that Uncle Bud had developed a 

“Tattoo Bill of Rights,” which might very well be close to what the group wants. 

Both indicated that they could probably find a copy of the document to present 

to the group at the next meeting. (Action Item) 
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BAAG Purpose Statement:  

 Allow for good communication between Body Art Industry and Public Health.   

 Encourage constructive feedback on customer service, policies and regulations.  

 Work together to improve El Paso County’s Body Art Program using current science, 

technology and through educational opportunities.   

 Work together to prevent infectious disease in our community.    

The group also believes that there should be an effort to develop a presentation 

to educate youth through the schools and that it should involve representatives 

from both environmental health and the industry. Jim Goodwin mentioned that 

before Sarah Robbin’s departure from her position, she used to work with “at 

risk” youth through the Department of Human Services. Sarah’s documents 

should be available and could be used as a starting point.  

Mr. 

Scary 

Licensing for Body 

Artists 

Mr. Scary developed a draft of a body artist license application and discussed it 

with the group. It was agreed that the application included most, if not all, of the 

necessary elements, but much work needs to be done on the next revision of the 

regulations before the form can be finalized. It was agreed that the proposed 

individual license should be contingent upon employment at a licensed 

establishment and that an body artist  would have to reapply for a new license (at 

a reduced rate) before being approved to work at a different establishment. Jim 

Goodwin mentioned that the health department would probably be more in favor 

of calling this type of document a “permit” rather than a “license”.  

Jim Body Art Regulation 

Revision 
The group was asked to bring ideas for the proposed revision to the next 

meeting.  

MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 12:00pm 

NEXT MEETING: March 31, 2014 at 1:30pm 


