
Tobacco Education  

and Prevention Partnership 
The negative health effects of tobacco use include cardiovascular 
disease, cancer and respiratory disease. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, tobacco-related illnesses in Colorado 
account for more than $1.3 billion in annual health care costs and over 
$1 billion in lost productivity. Tobacco use has been identified as one 
of the top state and national “Winnable Battles,” which are public 
health priorities with large-scale impact on health and with known, 
effective strategies to address them. 

El Paso County Public Health’s Tobacco Education and Prevention 
Partnership (TEPP) leads tobacco education and prevention activities 
in the cities and towns of Colorado Springs, Manitou Springs, Calhan, 
Fountain, Green Mountain Falls, Monument, Palmer Lake and Ramah.  
 
Program Goals:  

 Tobacco Prevention  
The majority of people who use tobacco began before age 18. 
The earlier a person starts smoking, the greater the likelihood 
that he or she will become a lifelong smoker. Efforts focus on 
preventing and reducing tobacco use, especially in those 
populations that use tobacco at higher rates than the general 
population such as youth, young adults and low socioeconomic 
groups. Evidence-based strategies that include public education 
and public policy work. 

 
 Tobacco Cessation 

It is never too late to gain health benefits from quitting tobacco. 
Efforts focus on raising the awareness of cessation resources 
through community partnerships and media efforts. Resources 
include the Colorado QuitLine, a free telephone and web 
coaching program that provides one-on-one tobacco cessation 
support and tools, as well as nicotine replacement therapy to 
eligible Coloradans.  

 

 Reducing Exposure to Secondhand Smoke 
With the passage of the Colorado Clean Indoor Air Act of 2006, 
most exposure to secondhand smoke occurs in homes and 
workplaces. Efforts are focused on reducing the number of 
Colorado infants, children, teenagers and adults exposed to 
tobacco smoke and reinforcing the importance of smoke-free 
work, living and social environments. 

Coalition 
 

TEPP actively collaborates with 
community partners through its 
Tobacco Education Coalition (TEC). 
Members include local health care 
agencies, military, public and private 
organizations that represent disparate 
health populations and citizen 
activists who work at local and state 
levels to achieve public policy 
changes. The Coalition convenes 
regularly to discuss community 
initiatives, tobacco regulations and 
policy changes, new tobacco 
products and health effects of 
tobacco use. TEC members rally 
together to reduce use of tobacco 
products in El Paso County.  
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TEPP is a grant funded program through the Colorado Amendment 35 voter-approved tobacco tax. 


