
 
1675 W. Garden of the Gods Rd., Suite 2044 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
(719) 578-3199 phone 
(719) 575-8664 fax 
www.elpasocountyhealth.org 
 

Environmental Health Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: Perfluorinated Compounds (PFCs) 
 
 
What are Perfluorinated Compounds (PFCs)? 
PFCs are a family of human-made chemicals that do not occur naturally in the environment. They can be 
found in firefighting foams, coating additives, surface protection products such for carpets and clothing, 
and in the commercial products Teflon™ and Scotchgard®. While these chemicals are not regulated, out 
of an abundance of caution, the EPA, state, and local health agencies are working together to 
understand and address this emerging issue and reduce exposure to PFCs as recommended by EPA. 
 
Why aren’t PFCs regulated? 
The EPA regulates contaminants known to occur, or that have a high chance of occurring in public water 
systems often enough and at levels of public health concern. PFCs are currently being looked at as a 
potential pollutant to determine if they require regulation.  
 
What is El Paso County Public Health doing? 
El Paso County Public Health, in conjunction with the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, is working with residents in the Security-
Widefield area who are on private water wells to sample water for PFCs. Water sampling and testing will 
be conducted at no cost to the private well owner.  
 
El Paso County Public Health is providing health information to consumers, continues to be involved in 
stakeholder planning and discussion meetings, and is involved in activities to identify the source of the 
contaminant. 
 
I have a private well. Should I get my water tested?  
Yes. The drinking water coming from a private well is different than the drinking water from the Public 
Water Systems (PWS). The goal is to determine the levels of PFCs in groundwater, if any, and provide 
education to residents about how to reduce their exposure if levels are above the EPA’s recommended 
health advisory levels.  
 
To get your well tested at no cost, call El Paso County Public Health at (719) 575-8602 to arrange a 
sampling appointment.  Results may take up to 3 weeks. A summary of the results will be made available 
to you.   
 
How can I find out if my private well is in the affected area? 
A map of the affected area is available at www.elpasocountyhealth.org. For additional assistance call 
(719) 575-8602. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/


What are the risks to public health? 
 
Health effects have many factors including how much you are exposed to, how long you are exposed, 
and personal factors including age, lifestyle and state of health. Women of child bearing age, pregnant 
women, women who are breastfeeding, and bottle-fed infants may be at higher risk of health effects.  
Some studies suggest a link between PFCs and low birth weight, as well as a possible link with kidney 
and testicular cancers. For more  information, visit EPA’s  site about perfluorinated chemicals (PFCs) and 
your health: https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/drinking-water-health-advisories-
pfoa-and-pfos 
 
What else can I do? 
 
As a precaution, if your drinking water has levels of PFCs that exceed the new EPA Health Advisory, you 
may consider other water sources. This is especially important for women who are pregnant, planning to 
become pregnant, breastfeeding women, and bottle-fed infants. Alternate sources of water include 
bottled water or water that is treated under the sink by a reverse osmosis system. These devices can be 
purchased at local home improvement stores. 
 
Where can I get more information? 

• Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment: 
www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/wqcd 

• El Paso County Public Health: www.elpasocountyhealth.org  
• United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): http://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech 

 
What if I get my drinking water from Security, Widefield or Fountain public water systems? 
These water utilities are taking steps to ensure that drinking water PFC levels are below EPA’s current 
health advisory level. The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is working with other 
small utilities in the area to collect drinking water samples and test for PFCs. 
 
If you have questions about your public drinking water, please call:  

• Security Water Sanitation District: (719) 392-3475 
• Widefield Water and Sanitation District: (719) 390-7111   
• City of Fountain Water Department: (719) 322-2010  

 
You may also view the state health department’s table of water systems in the area for a list of PFC 
sampling results: www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/PFCs/water/levels 
 
Sources: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, U.S. EPA, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention 
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