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Reportable Diseases and Conditions List 

Questions?   Please Contact:  

What’s Going Around:  
A Weekly Communicable Disease Report 

Diseases and Conditions Reported During April 9 – 15, 2017:  
This report is a weekly snapshot of communicable diseases reported in El Paso County, as well as a report of disease trends and 
local health alerts. El Paso County Public Health’s Communicable Disease Program partners with the medical community and 
the public to limit and stop the spread of diseases in our community. 

24 Hour Reportable Diseases: 
 7 Animal Bites — 4 adults, 3 pediatric 
 2 Pertussis — adults 
 1 Norovirus Outbreak in a Long-term Care Facility 

7 Day Reportable Diseases: 
 1 Campylobacteriosis — adult 
 1 Giardiasis — adult 
 1 Hepatitis B, acute — adult 
 3 Hepatitis B, chronic — adults 
 1 Hepatitis C, acute — adult 
 12 Hepatitis C, chronic — adults 
 6 Hospitalized influenza — 5 adults, 1 pediatric 
 1 Shiga Toxin Producing E. coli — pediatric 
 2 Strep Pneumo Invasive — 1 adult, 1 pediatric 
 2 Varicella — 1 adult, 1 pediatric 

Additional Reports: 
 Total hospitalized influenza cases in El Paso County since  
       October 2, 2016: 345 
 Total number of animals that have tested positive for rabies in 

2017: 1 Skunk 
 Gastrointestinal illness (GI) complaints, possibly foodborne, 

associated with a retail food establishment (RFE): 0 

Health News: 
 
 Tularemia is a disease of animals and humans caused by 

the bacterium Francisella tularensis. It is most commonly 
transmitted by a tick bite. 

 Rabbits, hares, and rodents are especially susceptible and 
often die in large numbers during outbreaks. Cats are 
highly susceptible and will often develop a severe illness. 

 There are multiple manifestations of tularemia from mild 
to life-threatening, however, all forms are accompanied 
by a fever. Symptoms of tularemia may include: chills, 
headache, diarrhea, muscle aches, joint pain, dry cough, 
progressive weakness. People can also develop           
pneumonia with chest pain, cough, and difficulty     
breathing. 

 Antibiotics used to treat tularemia include streptomycin, 
gentamicin, doxycycline, and ciprofloxacin. Treatment 
usually lasts 10 to 21 days depending on the stage of    
illness and the medication used. Although symptoms may 
last for several weeks, most patients completely recover.  

 For more information regarding tularemia visit:      
www.cdc.gov/tularemia/prevention/index.html 

 

 Prevention Tips for Tularemia: 
 Use insect repellents containing 20% to 30% DEET, picaridin or IR3535. Wear long 

pants, long sleeves, and long socks to keep ticks and deer flies off your skin. 

 Remove attached ticks promptly with fine-tipped tweezers. 
 Don’t drink untreated surface water. 

 Don’t mow over sick or dead animals.  When possible, check the area for carcasses 
prior to mowing. 

 Use of masks during mowing and other landscaping activities may reduce your risk 
of inhaling the bacteria, but this has not been studied. 

 If you hunt, trap or skin animals: Use gloves when handling animals, especially 
rabbits, muskrats, prairie dogs, and other rodents. Cook game meat thoroughly 
before eating. 
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