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Reportable Diseases and Conditions List 

Questions?   Please Contact:  

What’s Going Around:  
A Weekly Communicable Disease Report 

Diseases and Conditions Reported During October 9—15, 2016:  
This report is a weekly snapshot of communicable diseases reported in El Paso County, as well as a report of disease trends and 
local health alerts. El Paso County Public Health’s Communicable Disease Program partners with the medical community and 
the public to limit and stop the spread of diseases in our community. 

24 Hour Reportable Diseases: 
 Animal bites—3; 2 pediatric, 1 unknown age 
 Meningococcal disease—1 adult 
 Pertussis—2; 1 adult, 1 pediatric 

7 Day Reportable Diseases: 
 Chronic Hepatitis B—3 adults 
 Chronic Hepatitis C—11 adults 
 Invasive Streptococcus pneumonia—2 adults 
 Salmonella—2 adults 
 Shigella—1 pediatric 
 Varicella (Chickenpox) - 1 pediatric 

Additional Reports: 
 Total number of animals that have tested positive for 

rabies in 2016: 3 
 3 gastrointestinal illness (GI) complaints, possibly 

foodborne, associated with a retail food                  
establishment 

Health News:  Chronic Hepatitis C 
An estimated 2.7-3.9 million people in the United States have 
chronic hepatitis C.  Hepatitis C  virus (HCV) becomes chronic in 
approximately 75-85% of cases. Most persons remain chronically 
infected with HCV because a person infected with HCV mounts 
an immune response to the virus, but replication of the virus 
during infection can result in changes that evade the immune 
response. This may explain how the virus establishes and    
maintains chronic infection. Most persons with chronic HCV   
infection are asymptomatic. However, many have chronic liver 
disease, which can range from mild to severe, including cirrhosis 
and liver cancer. Chronic liver disease in HCV-infected persons is 
usually insidious, progressing slowly without any signs or symptoms for several decades. In fact, HCV infection is often not    
recognized until asymptomatic persons are identified as HCV-positive when screened for blood donation or when elevated        
alanine aminotransferase (ALT, a liver enzyme) levels are detected during routine examinations.  The treatment for HCV        
infection has evolved substantially since the introduction of highly effective HCV protease inhibitor therapies in 2011. Since 
that time new drugs with different mechanisms of action have become and continue to become available. For a complete list of 
currently approved FDA therapies to treat HCV, please visit http://www.hepatitisc.uw.edu/page/treatment/drugs. To provide 
healthcare professionals with timely guidance as new therapies are available and integrated into HCV regimens, the Infectious 
Diseases Society of America (IDSA) and American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD), in collaboration with the 
International Antiviral Society–USA (IAS–USA), developed evidence-based, expert-developed recommendations for HCV man-
agement: http://www.hcvguidelines.org. 

Hepatitis C in El Paso County, 2011-2015* 
*Preliminary data, subject to change 
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