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Reportable Diseases and Conditions List 

Questions?   Please Contact:  

What’s Going Around:  
A Weekly Communicable Disease Report 

Diseases and Conditions Reported During February 26—March 4, 2017  
This report is a weekly snapshot of communicable diseases reported in El Paso County, as well as a report of disease trends and 
local health alerts. El Paso County Public Health’s Communicable Disease Program partners with the medical community and 
the public to limit and stop the spread of diseases in our community. 

24 Hour Reportable Diseases: 
 4 Animal Bites—3 adults, 1 unknown age 
 4 Pertussis—adults 
 3 Outbreaks at Long Term Care Facilities—1 Influenza, 2 

GI Illness 

7 Day Reportable Diseases: 
 1 Campylobacteriosis—adult 
 1 Giardiasis—Pediatric 
 1 Chronic Hepatitis B—adult 
 9 Chronic Hepatitis C—adults 
 19 Hospitalized Influenza— 18 adults, 1 pediatric 
 5 Invasive Strep Pneumo—adults 
 2 Varicella—1 adult, 1 age unknown 

Additional Reports: 
 Total number of animals that have tested positive for 

rabies in 2017- 0 
 Number of foodborne illness complaints—0 
 Total hospitalized influenza cases since 10/02/2016- 254 

Health News: Pertussis Testing 
 PCR is a rapid test and has excellent sensitivity. Results 

should be interpreted along with the clinical symptoms 
and epidemiological information. PCR should be tested 
from NP specimens taken from 0 to 21 days following 
cough onset, but may provide accurate results for up 
to 4 weeks. After the fourth week of cough, the 
amount of bacterial DNA in the nasopharynx rapidly 
diminishes, which increases the risk of obtaining falsely
-negative results.  

 Serology (IgM, IgG, and IgA) - Commercially, there are 
several different serologic tests used in the U.S. with 
unproven or unknown clinical accuracy. CDC is actively 
engaged in better understanding the usefulness of 
these commercially available assays. Generally,        
serologic tests are more useful for diagnosis in later 
phases of the disease. For the CDC single point         
serology test, the optimal timing for specimen          
collection is 2 to 8 weeks following cough onset, when 
the antibody titers are at their highest; however,     
serology may be performed on specimens collected up 
to 12 weeks following cough onset.  

Pertussis by Report Month in El Paso County (2014-2016): 
 Unlike many other infectious respiratory illnesses pertussis 

does not exhibit seasonality. 
 The apparent seasonality in El Paso County cases can be 

explained in part by increased testing during months in 
which other common respiratory illnesses are              
circulating, but pertussis cases do occur year-round. 

 Pertussis should be considered on every medical          
provider’s differential diagnosis when a patient is       
exhibiting upper respiratory symptoms with paroxysmal 
coughing, post-tussive vomiting, whoop, or apnea with a 
cough lasting at least 14 days—regardless of time of year. 
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