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El Paso County Public Health COVID-19 Update Presentation to the 

Board of County Commissioners April 30, 2020 
• In order to successfully transition to the next phase, we have to put strategies in place to help 

protect our community. The objective is to reduce the rate of COVID-19 virus spread to save 
lives and preserve our health care infrastructure. Strategies such as containment, mitigation and 
capacity building help us to achieve this objective.  

• Epidemiologic investigation is key for prevention. We have increased our team for contact 
tracing to assure that we are able to identify any clusters or potential spread of COVID-19.  

o Our contact tracing team consists of: 

▪ 2 epidemiology leads  

▪ 9 Case Investigators  

▪ 5 Long-Term Care Facility (LTCF) outbreak nurses  

▪ 7 team members for surge capacity 

▪ 10 back-up investigators from the Coroner’s Team  

▪ 35 recovery case investigators from UCCS Beth-El College of Nursing student 
nurses 

▪ 20 individuals from Medical Reserve Corps receiving investigation training  

▪ 2 new epidemiologists hired  

• Implementing measures such as social distancing and the Stay At Home order has contributed to 
the decrease in new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. Figures 1 and 2 show the weekly trend 
of El Paso County COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations and show that the curve is flattening over 
time. While these measures will not stop the virus, it allows for the spread to be manageable for 
Public Health experts and hospitals.  

• El Paso County has one of the highest populations with a high population density in the city of 
Colorado Springs. We have made efforts from the beginning that have dramatically changed our 
trajectory. El Paso County is situated in a position of strength, because of our leadership and the 
efforts of people in our community. Figure 3 shows the amount of deaths to cases of COVID-19. 
While we have a high population, our numbers are much lower than other counties with a high 
population. The size of the dot increases with the amount of fatalities. As shown in Figure 4, 
cases in El Paso County continue to flatten per 100,000 people. This is what community 
commitment looks like.  

• Hospital staffing has increased and hospitals have the personal protective equipment (PPE) 
needed to gather swabs for testing. The increased hospital capacity allows for treatment of 
COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients with non-crisis protocols. 



   
 

   
 

• Laboratories have increased their ability to run tests. The recommendation is to complete 152 
tests per day per 100,000 people. In El Paso County, we need to test 1,140 people per day. Due 
to Public Health and partner actions and present capacity, we have met this recommendation by 
approaching or exceeding 1,100 tests per day. Previously, the average turnaround for results 
was 7-10 days. The turnaround for results after testing is now about 24-48 hours. Our partners 
have built capacity for testing and we encourage all individuals with symptoms to get tested.  

• Continuing to follow the guidelines in the Safer At Home order will help us maintain all the good 
work we have accomplished so far and learned where our sweet spots are in opening up and 
health safety as well as developing tools in our toolbox for future potential surges.  

• Please visit www.elpasocountyhealth.org for more information on COVID-19. 

• You can view the entire presentation by clicking on this link https://youtu.be/QUo94hE-J_E  
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Fig. 2 
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