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EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 2020-06  

REGARDING INCREASED CAPACITY FOR SPECIFIC SECTORS 

JULY 8, 2020 

Pursuant to my authority under C.R.S. §§ 25-1-506 and 25-1-508 as the El Paso County Public Health 
Director, I hereby issue the following Public Health Order in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

I. Summary

On June 29, 2020, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) approved El 
Paso County’s two requests for variances from the provisions of CDPHE Public Health Public Health 
Order 20-28 (PHO 20-28). The approved variances permit a number of specifically identified activities 
and business sectors to operate at capacities greater than those allowed under PHO 20-28. This El Paso 
County Public Health Order 2020-06 incorporates the provisions of the approved variance and PHO 20-
28 to allow the activities and business sectors specifically identified herein to operate to the maximum 
extent possible. 

II. Findings

A. I hereby find that that the community conditions existing at the time the variance request was
submitted to CDPHE remain favorable and support implementation of the terms of the approved
variance.

B. I further find that increasing capacity for specific activities and business sectors is a vital step in
continuing to restore the economic health of El Paso County and the mental and emotional health of its
citizens.

III. Order

A. This EPCPHO 2020-06 is necessary for the protection of the public health. It applies throughout El
Paso County to the activities and business sectors specifically identified herein.

B. The below requirements are intended to act as a minimum set of standards by which the
identified activities and business sectors can abide in order to provide services to the public. Activities
and business sectors that wish to provide additional safety and health measures are encouraged to do
so.

 Administration



C. Applicability. This EPCPHO 2020-06 applies only to the following specific activities and business
sectors. Any activity or business sector that does fall within the below definitions and categories must
comply with PHO 20-28 or other local public health order, as applicable.

1. Gyms, defined as a building or room used for indoor sports or exercise, such as fitness, dance,
exercise or group classes, martial arts classes, exercise studios and centers, recreations
center, indoor pools, and other indoor facilities

2. Theaters, both movie or recorded performances and live performances
3. Indoor malls
4. Indoor personal recreation activities such as park nature centers, bowling, ice rinks, laser tag,

indoor gun ranges, escape rooms, and Nerf gun battles
5. Outdoor personal recreation activities such as miniature golf, go-kart tracks, and paintball
6. Indoor and Outdoor attractions, defined as places of interest visited by people for their

natural, cultural, educational, historical, or unique entertainment value, including but not
limited to art galleries, museums, Manitou Cliff Dwellings, and Flying W Ranch, but not
including amusement parks

7. Libraries
8. Private special events

D. Capacity Limits.

1. Gyms, theaters, indoor malls, indoor personal recreation activities, indoor attractions,
libraries, and indoor private special events are limited to the lesser of 50% fire code
occupancy or 175 people per indoor confined space.

2. Outdoor personal recreation activities, outdoor attractions, and outdoor private special
events are limited to the lesser of 50% fire code occupancy or 250 people per designated
activity, as that term is defined and used in PHO 20-28 and the related guidance on the
CDPHE website.

3. If the fire code occupancy is not posted, then calculate 50% fire code occupancy by dividing
the usable square footage by 56.

4. 6-foot physical distancing between individuals and groups must be maintained at all times.

E. Operational Requirements. The activities and business sectors identified in this EPCPHO 2020-06
are required to comply with the applicable requirements and guidelines set forth in PHO 20-28, the
related guidance on the CDPHE website, and the provisions of this EPCPHO 2020-06. If there is a conflict
between the state regulations and the provisions herein, the provisions of EPCPHO 2020-06 control.

1. General Requirements for All Activities and Business Sectors
a. Tape or other markings are encouraged to be applied or installed to ensure a

minimum 6-foot distance between groups waiting in lines, on stairs, or using elevators
or escalators.

b. Plexiglass guards and registers and customer service counters are encouraged.
c. Activities and businesses are encouraged to implement pre-registration systems,

timed tickets, tours, social media platforms, or private messaging to effectively
distribute people across available times or services and activities being offered.



d. Activities and businesses are also encouraged to consider mapping their locations into
zones and alternate their use for specific time periods for ease of cleaning and
disinfecting between visits and to improve continued traffic flow and crowd control.

e. Messaging about COVID-19 safety standards and hygienic practices are encouraged
on business and activity websites, social media platforms, and advertising materials.

f. Activities and businesses are encouraged to record and maintain for twenty-one (21)
days the name and phone number of one adult in each group, as well as each group’s
seating position if available. If maintained, such information shall be made available to
El Paso County Public Health in the event a disease outbreak investigation related to
the activity or business occurs. Any such information provided shall remain
confidential in accordance with state law.

2. Specific Requirements for Gyms
a. Cleaning supplies must be located at each machine or collection of equipment

available for use.
b. Sufficient staff should be onsite to monitor and assist with capacity limits, social

distancing, and cleaning and disinfecting machines and equipment between uses.
c. The posting of educational signs explaining the reasons for increased physical

distancing while exercising is strongly encouraged.
d. Fixed, permanent equipment in indoor pools, such as diving boards, diving platforms,

ladders, and slides, are not required to be cleaned and disinfected after each use but
must be cleaned and disinfected frequently throughout the day.

F. Relationship to Youth Summer Camp and Day Camp Requirements. Businesses subject to this
EPCPHO 2020-06 that will be used for a field trip or other purpose must work with the camp operator to
meet youth summer and day camp requirements. If a business wishes to operate its own youth summer
or day camp, it must follow the applicable state requirements and restrictions. Operation of a summer
or day camp must be integrated into compliance with the all requirements applicable to the business,
such as with respect to occupancy limits and cleaning and disinfecting frequency.

The underlying principle of following risk of spread of COVID-19 is viral exposure over period of time. 
Physical distancing rules are really designed to protect individuals from brief or outdoor exposures. The 
intent of any protective measure is to not allow time or contact to achieve an infectious viral load. El 
Paso County Public Health must continue to assess the environment and make judgments from noting 
how many people are present, how much airflow is present and the length of time an individual spends 
in that environment. With this in mind, the requirements set forth above may require revision as we 
learn more from ongoing data produced by changes in restrictions. Allowing people to congregate in a 
closed space over time carries inherent risk that must be acknowledged by those choosing to participate 
despite the protection inferred from the preventive measures above. 

G. This EPCPHO 2020-06 shall remain in effect until the final expiration of CDPHE PHO 20-28 or
unless or until rescinded by CDPHE. El Paso County Public Health may modify or rescind EPCPHO 2020-
06 should any of the trigger points established in the variance request or CDPHE’s approval thereof be
reached.



H. If the provisions of CDPHE PHO 20-28 applicable to the activities and business sectors which are
the subject of this EPCPHO 2020-06 are amended in the future, then any provision which is less
restrictive than this EPCPHO 2020-06 shall apply in El Paso County.

I. If any provision of this EPCPHO 2020-06 or the application thereof to any person or circumstance
is held to be invalid, the remainder of this EPCPHO 2020-06, including the application of such provision
to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. To
this end, the provisions of this EPCPHO 2020-06 are severable.

__________________________________ _______________________ 
Susan Wheelan, Public Health Director Date 

July 8, 2020


