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Background  

 

To help keep our partners and community informed, Public Health will provide a weekly data brief 

with El Paso County-specific data focused on youth and children age 17 and younger. This weekly 

brief is intended to provide local data, trends and context regarding COVID-19 and how it is 

impacting children and youth in our communities.  

   

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 

 

Local disease transmission rates continue to increase, with El Paso County’s seven day-incidence at 

162.5 and the test positivity at 6.66%, as of August 16. With local disease burden increasing, along 

with concerns about the highly contagious Delta variant, it’s critical to vaccinate as many people as 

quickly and safely as possible.  

 

Information on regional hospital capacity is available on El Paso County Public Health’s COVID-19 

data dashboard (see page six). Unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated individuals account for more 

than nine out of 10 COVID-19 hospitalizations.  

 

COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  
 

While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. The chart below shows the percentage of cases (blue) and hospitalizations 

(orange) of the 0-17 age group within the overall population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard


As of August 16, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  

• Cases  
o Since March 2020: 10,232 of 78,090 total COVID-19 cases (13.1 percent)  
o In the last 30 days: 691 of 4,081 total COVID-19 cases (16.9 percent)  

• Hospitalizations  
o Since March 2020: 118 of 3,943 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (3.0 percent of 

all COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
o In the last 30 days: 8 of 198 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (4.0 percent of all 

COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
• Deaths  

o Since March 2020: 1 of 921 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0.01 percent of 

all COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
o In the last 30 days: 0 of 19 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0 percent of all 

COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
 

Delta variant  

 

The Delta variant has been found to be the most transmissible variant of concern to date. Some data 

suggest the Delta variant might cause more severe illness than previous strains in unvaccinated 

persons. National, state and local data is being closely followed to better understand the impact of 

the Delta variant among children and youth.  

 

State data shows that among random sampling of positive specimens, 99 percent were identified 

as the Delta variant for the week of July 25. Prior to that, 97 percent were identified as the Delta 

variant for the week of July 18.   

 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  

 

As of August 15:  

• 39.7 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose)   
 

Resources  

 

Vaccinations are the leading prevention strategy, and Public Health encourages all individuals 12 

and older who have not yet been vaccinated to do so as soon as possible. The Pfizer vaccine is 

authorized for those 12 and older. For a list of providers who offer Pfizer:  

• Visit El Paso County Public Health’s provider page   

• Call 2-1-1  

• Text “vaccine” for English or “vacuna” for Spanish to 667873  

 

Mobile vaccinations are also available as a convenient resource. To date, there have been more than 

40 mobile vaccination clinics (including first and second dose clinics) in our region. If you are 

interested in hosting a mobile vaccination clinic at your school, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com.  

Public Health’s Communicable Disease and Schools teams are available to provide guidance, 

education, and technical expertise. To contact Public Health, email SchoolsCOVID19@elpasoco.com. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/delta-variant.html?s_cid=11511:covid%20delta%20variant%20spread:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY21
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/how-can-i-get-a-vaccine
mailto:healthinfo@elpasoco.com
mailto:SchoolsCOVID19@elpasoco.com

