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Background  

This weekly data brief provides El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, with a focus on impacts 

to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community partners informed and provide 

situational awareness.  

   

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 

Local disease transmission rates continue to increase, with El Paso County’s seven day-incidence at 

187.4 and the test positivity at 7.77 percent, as of August 23. With local disease burden increasing, 

along with concerns about the highly contagious Delta variant, it’s critical to vaccinate as many 

people as quickly and safely as possible.  

 

FDA grants full approval to Pfizer vaccine for those 16 and older 

On Monday, August 23, the FDA granted full approval to the Pfizer-BioNTech's COVID-19 vaccine, 

for those 16 and older. Note, the vaccine continues to be available under emergency use authorization 

(EUA) for those 12 to 15 years old while Pfizer collects the necessary data required for full approval.  

 

Vaccine clinical trials for children younger than 12 years 

Both Pfizer and Moderna have ongoing clinical trials of their existing vaccines for children younger 

than 12. The first such trial (with the Pfizer vaccine and children ages 5-11) is expected to end in late 

September or early October, and then the data will then be submitted to the FDA for emergency use 

authorization. There are an estimated 66,669 children ages 5-11 in El Paso County.  

 

COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  

While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. The chart below shows the percentage of cases (blue) and hospitalizations 

(orange) of the 0-17 age group within the overall population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As of August 22, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  

• Cases  
o Since March 2020: 10,455 of 79,290 total COVID-19 cases (13.2 percent)  
o In the last 30 days: 824 of 4,699 total COVID-19 cases (17.5 percent)  

• Hospitalizations  
o Since March 2020: 117 of 4,046 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (2.9 percent of 

all COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
o In the last 30 days: 6 of 196 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (3.1 percent of all 

COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
• Deaths  

o Since March 2020: 1 of 926 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0.01 percent of 

all COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
o In the last 30 days: 0 of 19 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0 percent of all 

COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
• Outbreaks 

o Information on outbreaks can be found on El Paso County Public Health’s data 

dashboard (page 7). 
 

School landscape in El Paso County 

With 17 public school districts and numerous private and charter schools, El Paso County serves 

a broad and diverse group of students, staff, educators and families. All El Paso County public 

schools are now in session, with the first district returning on August 2 and the most recent 

district returning on August 20. Public school districts can be found on the El Paso County 

Assessor’s website.  

 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  

As of August 22:  

• 40.9 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose)   

 

Resources  

Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 

data and trends.  

 

Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 

vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com.   

 

Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence and 

prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout their 

system. The most recent Bug Watch features data and information on COVID-19 and other 

respiratory diseases.  
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https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/4a47dc/globalassets/healthcare-professionals/bug-watch.pdf

