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Background  
Public Health provides this weekly data brief with El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, with 
a focus on impacts to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community partners 
informed and provide situational awareness.  
 
Increasing respiratory pathogens  
In 2020, there were seven non-COVID respiratory outbreaks reported to El Paso County Public 
Health, predominantly among health care and assisted living facilities. To date in 2021, there have 
been nine non-COVID respiratory outbreaks, seven of which occurred in the month of August alone. 
All seven of the most recent outbreaks have been in the child care setting. This early increase in 
outbreaks is cause for concern as we head into cooler fall and winter months, when respiratory 
pathogens thrive.  
 
With the start of school, public health experts anticipate that cases of normally circulating 
respiratory pathogens, in addition to COVID-19, will continue to rise. The symptoms of these 
viruses can be very similar. Testing is key in diagnosing cases and mitigating outbreaks. The official 
influenza season begins in the United States on October 3. Although individual cases of influenza 
are not a reportable condition, El Paso County Public Health is already hearing of positive cases 
circulating in the community. A list of reportable diseases and conditions in Colorado can be found 
here.  
 
With elevated levels of Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) circulating in our community, we are 
currently experiencing an unprecedented early start to the winter respiratory season in August. In 
addition to RSV, there are also rising cases of COVID-19 among younger age groups, as well as 
concerns for the Delta variant among younger children who are not yet eligible to be vaccinated. As 
we head into the fall and winter months, it will be critical to use all of the prevention measures 
available to us. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16H86FrKGjoK3nDaYBpfqbR9YrcFNs9Gq/view
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/index.html


 
Children's Hospital Colorado, Bug Watch Report 
 
Prevention   
Children are often exposed to and infected with respiratory pathogens outside the home, such as in 
school or child care settings. They can then transmit the virus to other members of the family. 
Parents and people who work with children should remember crucial prevention strategies:  

• Make sure you are current on your vaccines for vaccine-preventable illnesses to include flu, 
COVID-19, and pertussis  

• Stay home when you are sick—this includes staying home from work, school, and errands.  
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth, as germs can spread this way. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work or school, especially when 

someone is ill. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

 
Typically, influenza causes more hospitalizations among young children than any other vaccine-
preventable disease. The single best way to protect against seasonal flu and its potential severe 
complications is for children to get an influenza vaccine each year. Flu vaccination is recommended 
for all children aged 6 months and older. Making healthy choices at school and at home can help 
prevent the flu and spreading flu to others. For more information, visit: Information for Schools & 
Childcare Providers | CDC. 
 
COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 
Local disease transmission rates continue to increase, with El Paso County’s seven day-incidence at 
187.4 and the test positivity at 7.75 percent, as of August 29. With local disease burden increasing, 
along with concerns about the highly contagious Delta variant, it’s critical to vaccinate as many 
people as quickly and safely as possible.  
 
  

https://www.childrenscolorado.org/globalassets/healthcare-professionals/bug-watch.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/index.htm


COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  
While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 
other age groups. Recently, the percentage of cases among the 0-17 years old as compared to 
other age groups is rising. The two leading factors driving the increase in cases among this age 
group are the presence of the Delta variant and the lower vaccination rates among  0-17-year-olds 
compared to other age groups (those ages 0-11 remain ineligible to be vaccinated. The graph 
below shows the percentage of cases (blue) and hospitalizations (orange) of the 0-17 age group 
within the overall population.  
 

 
 
As of August 29, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  
 
Metric Since March 2020 Last 30 Days 
Cases 10,883 of 80,834 total cases 

(13.5 percent) 
1,091 of 5,293 total cases 
(20.6 percent) 

Hospitalizations 120 of 4,112 total 
hospitalizations (2.9 percent) 

7 of 225 total hospitalizations 
(3.1 percent) 

Deaths  2 of 933 total deaths  (0.02 
percent) 

1 of 28 total deaths  (3.6 
percent) 

 
Outbreaks 
Information on outbreaks can be found on El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard (page 
7). 
 
Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  
As of August 28:  

• 41.7 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 
one dose)   

 
  

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard


Resources  
Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 
data and trends.  
 
Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 
vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com. 

 
Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence and 
prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout their 
system. The most recent Bug Watch, found here, features data and information on COVID-19 and 
other respiratory diseases.  

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
mailto:email%C2%A0healthinfo@elpasoco.com
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/4a47dc/globalassets/healthcare-professionals/bug-watch.pdf

