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Introduction  
 

Together with our school partners, we begin the 2021-2022 school year equipped with the knowledge, 

tools, and experiences established over the past 16-plus months of pandemic response. Our school 

partners have demonstrated resiliency and adaptability in navigating the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 

and our community and schools are experienced in and familiar with prevention strategies and how to 

implement them.   
 

El Paso County Public Health strongly recommends prevention measures including but not limited 

to vaccinations, masks, social distancing, staying home when sick, and washing hands frequently.   
 

Background  

 

To help keep our partners and community informed, Public Health will provide a weekly data brief 

with hyper-local data focused on youth and children age 17 and younger. This weekly brief is 

intended to provide local data, trends and context regarding COVID-19 and how it is impacting 

children and youth in our communities.  

   

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County  

 

After a period of steady decline from May to early July, El Paso County’s local disease transmission 

rates have increased, with the seven-day incidence at 141.0 and the positivity at 6.72 percent, as of 

August 9. With local disease burden increasing, along with concerns about the highly contagious 

Delta variant, it’s critical to vaccinate as many people as quickly and safely as possible.  

 

While the hospital capacity remains good in El Paso County, COVID-related hospitalizations remain 

elevated and at this point in time more than nine of 10 patients admitted are not fully vaccinated.  
 

COVID-19 among youth and children in El Paso County  
 

While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. In El Paso County, there have been two COVID-19 deaths among youth (ages 

16 and 19) since March 2020. Of note, both of these deaths occurred in youth with additional 

contributing medical complexities.  

 

As of August 9, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  

• Cases  
o Since March 2020: 9,995 of 76,836 total COVID-19 cases (13.0 percent)  



o In the last 30 days: 567 of 3,457 total COVID-19 cases (16.4 percent)  
• Hospitalizations  

o Since March 2020: 119 of 3,893 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (3.1 percent of 

all COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
o In the last 30 days: 9 of 178 total COVID-19 hospitalizations (5.1 percent of all 

COVID-19 hospitalizations)  
• Deaths  

o Since March 2020: 1 of 906 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0.01 percent of 

all COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
o In the last 30 days: 0 of 17 total COVID-19 deaths among cases (0 percent of all 

COVID-19 deaths among cases)  
 

Delta variant  
 

The Delta variant—which is the most transmissible variant of concern yet—is the dominant 

variant in Colorado. State data shows that among random sampling of positive specimens, 100 

percent were identified as the Delta variant for the week of July 18. Prior to that, 96 percent were 

identified as the Delta variant for the week of July 11.   

 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  

 

As of August 7:  
 

• 38 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose)   

 

Resources  

 

Vaccinations are the leading prevention strategy, and Public Health encourages all individuals 12 

and older who have not yet been vaccinated to do so as soon as possible. The Pfizer 

vaccine is authorized for those 12 and older. For a list of providers who offer Pfizer:  
 

• Visit El Paso County Public Health’s provider page   

• Call 2-1-1  

• Text “vaccine” for English or “vacuna” for Spanish to 667873  

 

Mobile vaccinations are also available as a convenient resource. To date, there have been more than 

40 mobile vaccination clinics (including first and second dose clinics) in our region. If you are 

interested in hosting a mobile vaccination clinic at your school, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com.   

 

Public Health’s Communicable Disease and Schools teams are available to provide guidance, 

education, and technical expertise. To contact Public Health, 

email SchoolsCOVID19@elpasoco.com.   
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