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Background  

Public Health provides weekly data briefs with El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, with 

a focus on impacts to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community partners 

informed and provide situational awareness.  

 

Outbreak associated cases in the K-12 school setting in El Paso County by year 

Expanding on state outbreak data shown in last week’s children and youth data brief, the graph 

below highlights outbreak data specific to El Paso County schools and communities. The local 

trends in El Paso County are aligned with what is represented in the statewide outbreak data, with 

notable increases in outbreak associated cases as a comparison between last year and this year. The 

graph shows the number of cases associated with confirmed outbreaks in the K-12 school setting in 

El Paso County as a comparison between 2020 and 2021. This data is specific to K-12 schools and 

does not include child care facilities, although the data does include school-associated sporting 

events and extracurricular activities. These year over year comparisons help provide the framework 

to continue to use data to guide informed decision making and in modifying and implementing 

mitigation strategies to meet the current needs of the pandemic response.   

 

There are several different factors in the school environment which impact the disease burden 

across academic school years. The Delta variant is significantly more contagious, and this is one of 

the driving factors in disease increase. It is also likely that a reduction in some of the layered 

prevention measures is also contributing to the increase in cases. As we are working together to 

combat the spread of the Delta variant, it underscores the importance of utilizing all of the layered 

prevention tools: staying home when sick, vaccinations, masks, social distancing, improving 

ventilation and airflow, and washing hands frequently. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/El%20Paso%20County%20Public%20Health%20-%20Weekly%20COVID-19%20Children%20and%20Youth%20Data%20Brief%20-%209-8-21.pdf


COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 

After a period of sustained increase, local disease transmission saw a brief decrease beginning 

the week of Sept. 6. However, this decrease was not sustained, with El Paso County’s seven day-

incidence at 303.5 and the test positivity at 9.22 percent as of Sept. 14. The test positivity is now 

approaching the peak of the year, which was previously recorded as 9.58 percent on Jan. 2, 2021.   

 

COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  

While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. The percentage of cases among the 0-17-year-old age group has been increasing 

since August and is currently the highest it’s ever been, with approximately one in every five 

cases among the 0-17-year-old age group. The driving factors of this increase include a high level 

of community incidence, the presence of the Delta variant and the lower vaccination rates among 

0-17-year-olds compared to other age groups (those ages 0-11 remain ineligible to be vaccinated).  

 

The graph below shows the percentage of cases among different age groups: 0-11 (blue), 12-17 

(orange) and 0-17 (dotted line).  

 

 
 

As of Sept. 14, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  

 

Metric Since March 2020 Last 30 Days 

Cases 12,187 of 85,848 total cases 

(14.2 percent) 

1,963 of 7,816 total cases 

(25.1 percent) 

Hospitalizations 143 of 4,375 total 

hospitalizations (3.3 percent) 

20 of 329 total 

hospitalizations (6.1 percent) 

Deaths  2 of 968 total deaths (0.02 

percent) 

1 of 41 total deaths (2.4 

percent) 

 



Outbreaks 

Information on outbreaks can be found on El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard (page 

7). 
 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  
As of Sept. 13:  

• 43.6 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose)   
 

Resources  

El Paso County Public Health is providing access to recent credible research articles on our website. 

This new resource will be updated weekly as articles are compiled and published.  

 

Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 

data and trends.  

 

Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 

vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com. 

 

Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence 

and prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout 

their system. 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-research-findings
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
mailto:healthinfo@elpasoco.com
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/

