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Background  
Public Health provides this weekly data brief with El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, 
with a focus on impacts to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community 
partners informed and provide situational awareness.  

 
Outbreak trends in the K-12 school setting 
 

Data from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), shown in the 

figure below, looks at outbreaks in the K-12 setting this fall as compared to fall 2020. Of note, 
the definition of an outbreak changed in June 2021 from two or more confirmed or probable 
cases of COVID-19 to five or more confirmed or probable cases within a 14-day period. Even 
with this change, we are seeing an increase in outbreaks in terms of both number and size. When 

looking at the outbreak comparisons of last year and this year, it’s important to note that each 
school year with COVID-19 carries its own unique complexities and factors to take into 
consideration. The environment last year looked different, with schools delaying openings and 
staggering them, which may have helped reduce the initial spread of disease. Additionally, 

another contributing factor in 2021 is the presence of the Delta variant, which is more contagious 
and spreads more easily. It is still early in the school year, and Public Health will continue to 
monitor the data as it relates to cases and outbreaks and share timely information on trends.  
 

With sharp increases in outbreaks this early in the school year, the implementation of targeted 
mitigation strategies will be critical to maintain safe and healthy in-person learning. Public Health 
is working closely with school leaders and partners to identify targeted prevention measures that 
will help reduce the spread of disease and minimize disruptions to in-person learning.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



In the additional data from CDPHE shown below, the graph depicts K-12 outbreak-associated 
confirmed cases this fall as compared to fall 2021. In addition to seeing an increase in the 
number of outbreaks, we are also seeing an increase in the size of  outbreaks and number of cases 

associated with them.  
 

 
 

 

Importance of layered prevention in reducing cases and outbreaks in the school setting 

We are currently experiencing an early start to the winter respiratory season. In addition to  
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), there are also rising cases of COVID-19 among younger age 

groups, as well as concerns for the Delta variant among younger children who are not yet eligible 
to be vaccinated. As we head into the fall and winter months, a layered approach to prevention 
strategies will be paramount.  
 

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 

Local disease transmission rates continue to increase, with El Paso County’s seven day -incidence 
at 257.9 and the test positivity at 8.15 percent, as of September 8. With local disease burden 
increasing, along with concerns about the highly contagious Delta variant, it’s imperative to 

vaccinate as many people as quickly and safely as possible.  
 
COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  
While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. Recently, the percentage of cases among the 0-17 years old as compared to 
other age groups is rising. The two leading factors driving the increase in cases among this age 
group are the presence of the Delta variant and the lower vaccination rates among 0-17-year-olds 
compared to other age groups (those ages 0-11 remain ineligible to be vaccinated). The graph 

below shows the percentage of cases (blue) and hospitalizations (orange) among the 0-17 age 
group within the overall population.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As of September 8, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  
 

Metric Since March 2020 Last 30 Days 

Cases 11,681 of 83,802 total cases (13.9 
percent) 

1,668 of 6,875 total cases (24.3 
percent) 

Hospitalizations 138 of 4,301 total hospitalizations 
(3.2 percent) 

17 of 301 total hospitalizations 
(5.6 percent) 

Deaths  2 of 954 total deaths (0.02 percent) 1 of 39 total deaths (2.6 percent) 

 

Outbreaks 

Information on outbreaks can be found on El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard (page 7). 
 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older  
As of September 7:  

• 42.9 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 
one dose)   

 
Resources  

El Paso County Public Health is providing access to recent credible research articles on our website. 
This new resource will be updated weekly as articles are compiled and published.  
 
Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 

data and trends.  
 
Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 
vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, email healthinfo@elpasoco.com. 

 
Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence and 
prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout their 
system. 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-research-findings
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
mailto:email healthinfo@elpasoco.com
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/

