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Background 

Public Health provides data briefs with El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, with a focus 

on impacts to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community partners 

informed and provide situational awareness.  

Next steps and timeline for COVID-19 vaccines for ages 5-11 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Vaccines and Related Biological Products 

Advisory Committee is meeting on Oct. 26 to discuss Pfizer authorization for ages 5-11. If the 

FDA moves forward with the authorization, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices will make clinical recommendations. 

Finally, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment will issue final guidance 

and recommendations for local providers.  

This pending authorization will mark another important step in the efforts to help prevent the 

spread of COVID-19 in our local communities. Getting 5-11-year-olds vaccinated will not only 

help protect this age group, but it will also help support the goal of maintaining in-person learning. 

As we continue planning efforts for the authorization of Pfizer for this age group, it’s important 

to note that parental consent is required for vaccination of minors.  

Timeline  

It is currently anticipated that the authorization of Pfizer will go into effect in early November. 

Local impact  

There are approximately 67,000 children and youth between the ages of 5 and 11 in El Paso County. 

• El Paso County Public Health projects that between 10 and 30 percent of this age group

will be vaccinated (with at least one dose) in the first eight weeks after authorization

based on similar trends in the 12-17 age group

• It’s critical to note that this is an estimate, based on a few assumptions:

o Trends among this age group will look similar to those of the 12-17 age group in

terms of vaccination rates and parental choice to vaccinate their children

o Uptake will be quicker because of the presence of the Delta variant (which was

not yet the dominant strain in the early stages of vaccinations) and because school

is in session

• Given this projection and El Paso County’s existing infrastructure, we anticipate that

providers from the Colorado Springs and El Paso County Vaccine Consortium will be

able to meet the needs of this demand



How can you support this process 

The Vaccine Consortium has an extensive network of providers at more than 100 locations across 

the region who are ready to provide vaccinations. If the Pfizer vaccine is authorized for this age 

group, El Paso County Public Health will make it clearly available on www.elpasocountyhealth.org 

how to get connected to a Pfizer vaccine provider.  

El Paso County Public Health’s mobile outreach van is also available to provide vaccines at 

schools, worksites, community events, places of worship, and more. To request a van, you can 

fill out this form. 

If you are a parent and have questions about the vaccine or how to get connected to a provider, 

we encourage you to reach out to your child’s pediatrician or primary care provider.  

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups

After a short period of decline followed by a brief plateau, El Paso County’s incidence and 

positivity rate continue to increase. As of Oct. 12, El Paso County’s incidence rate is 310.5 and 

the test positivity is 10.42 percent. These trends are concerning, particularly as we head into 

winter respiratory season. Public Health continues to urge all eligible individuals to get 

vaccinated for COVID-19 if they haven’t done so already, and for those 6 months of age and 

older to get a flu shot.  

COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  

While children can contract COVID-19, the local rates of hospitalization remain much lower than 

other age groups. The percentage of cases among the 0-17-year-old age group is increasing after a 

period of relative decrease, now accounting for nearly a quarter of all cases as of the week of Oct. 3. 

The graph below shows the percentage of cases among different age groups: 0-11 (blue), 12-17 

(orange) and 0-17 (dotted line).  

http://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2_qwiDTPxEe56hOZY4lYIE7yjdWhkM5PocKtnEFAmb9UQks3U0xHSVpVTDk3SjFBNjI5WUtMNUdSQy4u


As of Oct. 12, the 0-17 age group accounts for: 

Metric Since March 2020 Last 30 Days 

Cases 14,154 of 94,542 total cases 

(15.0 percent) 

2,107 of 9,267 total cases 

(22.7 percent) 

Hospitalizations 177 of 4,880 total 

hospitalizations (3.6 percent) 

25 of 451 total 

hospitalizations (5.5 percent) 

Deaths 2 of 1,052 total deaths (0.02 

percent) 

0 of 77 total deaths (0 

percent) 

Outbreaks 

Information on outbreaks is on El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard (page 7). 

Vaccinations among youth ages 12 and older 

As of Oct. 11:  

• 45.6 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least

one dose)

Resources 

El Paso County Public Health is providing access to recent credible research articles on our website. 

This new resource will be updated weekly as articles are compiled and published.  

Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 

data and trends.  

Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 

vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, use this online form. 

Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence 

and prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout 

their system. 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-research-findings
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2_qwiDTPxEe56hOZY4lYIE7yjdWhkM5PocKtnEFAmb9UQks3U0xHSVpVTDk3SjFBNjI5WUtMNUdSQy4u
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/

