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Background  

Public Health provides data briefs with El Paso County-specific data on COVID-19, with a focus 

on impacts to children and youth ages 17 and younger, to help keep community partners 

informed and provide situational awareness.  

 

COVID-19 vaccines available locally for ages 5-11 

On Nov. 2 the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention gave the final authorization and 

recommendation of Pfizer for ages 5-11. The vaccines are safe and effective, and according to 

clinical trial data, nearly 91 percent effective in preventing COVID-19 among children ages 5-11 

years. The vaccination series consists of two doses given a minimum of 21 days apart. Individuals 

are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving their second dose of the vaccination 

series.i 

 

While children are less likely to get seriously ill from COVID-19, it can happen. It’s important for 

children to get vaccinated to reduce this risk as well as the risk of spreading the virus to people 

around them. Scientists are also still learning about the long-term COVID-19 effects in children, 

which can include things such as persistent joint pain, headache, fatigue, and breathing trouble, in 

addition to the potential for MIS-C. Vaccination helps protects children not just from getting 

COVID-19, but can also help reduce the risk of getting a severe case of COVID-19 that could 

include time in the hospital, MIS-C, and other potential long-term complications of the virus.ii 

Families and parents are encouraged to consult with their trusted pediatrician or health care 

provider to inform decisions regarding vaccination for their child.  

 

Providers across El Paso County have been planning for this authorization for several months, 

and quickly jumped into action to launch numerous vaccine clinics throughout the region 

beginning Nov. 5. Nearly 2,400 children aged 5-11 received the first dose of the Pfizer vaccine 

across clinics in El Paso County this past week.  

 

Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor: parent attitudes towards COVID-

19 vaccinations for childreniii 

The KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor for October 2021 (see Figure 1 below) finds that about 

27 percent of parents say they will vaccinate their 5–11-year-old right away once a vaccine is 

authorized; 33 percent of parents say they will wait and see how the vaccine is working before 

having their 5-11 child vaccinated; 30 percent say they definitely won’t get their 5–11-year-old 

vaccinated; and five percent say they will only do so if their school requires it.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1102-PediatricCOVID-19Vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1102-PediatricCOVID-19Vaccine.html


Parents mentioned a variety of concerns, with more than seven in 10 parents saying they are very 

or somewhat concerned that not enough is known about the long-term effects of the COVID-19 

vaccine in children (76 percent) or that their child might experience serious side effects from the 

COVID-19 vaccine (71 percent).  

• The COVID-19 vaccines have undergone—and will continue to undergo—the most 

intensive safety monitoring in U.S. history.iv The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine was rigorously 

tested and reviewed, and more than 14 million youth ages 12-17 have already received the 

COVID-19 vaccine.v  
• In clinical trials, vaccine side effects were mild, self-limiting, and similar to those seen in 

adults and with other vaccines recommended for children. The most common side effect 

was a sore arm.vi  

 

Also cited were concerns about access to vaccination, including a concern around the need to 

take time off work to get their child vaccinated, in addition to concerns about out-of-pocket costs 

or concerns about difficulties traveling to a vaccination location.  

• The vaccine is free, and widely available throughout El Paso County. There are numerous 

evening and weekend clinics to accommodate busy parents and families. Many clinics 

also offer convenient and flexible walk-in hours.  
 

Figure 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local impact  

Locally, there are approximately 67,000 children and youth between the ages of 5 and 11 in El 

Paso County.  

• The KFF survey listed above aligns with El Paso County Public Health’s projections that 

between 10 and 30 percent of this age group will be vaccinated (with at least one dose) in 

the first eight weeks after authorization based on similar trends in the 12-17 age group. 
 

Upcoming clinics for 5-11-year-olds 

Members of the Colorado Springs and El Paso County Vaccine Consortium will continue to 

administer pediatric doses at clinics this weekend for ages 5-11.  



• El Paso County Public Health South: Friday, Nov. 12, 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.  

• Children’s Hospital Colorado: Friday, Nov. 12 – Sunday, Nov. 14  
• Citadel Mall: Mondays through Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
• Chapel Hills Mall: Mondays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
• Walgreen’s: Select locations  
• Safeway:  

o Store 1577 (Colorado Springs)  
o Store 1975 (Fountain)  
o Store 1644 (Falcon)  

Details for future clinics will be made available on El Paso County Public Health’s website.  

 

COVID-19 data and trends in El Paso County for all age groups 

The increase in local disease burden continues, with El Paso County’s incidence at 394.9 and test 

positivity at 12.23 percent as of Nov. 11. This surge has increased strain on local hospital capacity, 

resulting in hospitals making the difficult decision to limit non-emergent surgeries and procedures 

as acute care settings divert staff and resources to provide care to the influx of COVID-19 positive 

patients.  

 

COVID-19 among children and youth in El Paso County  

The graph below shows the case incidence among different age groups: 0-4 (blue), 5-11 (red), 12-

17 (green) and 18 and older (purple). County-wide incidence as of Nov. 11 is 394.9. The 5-11 

group continues to have the highest case incidence among other age groups and a significantly 

higher case incidence compared to other pediatric age groups (12-17 at 352.4 and 0-4 at 214.3). 

 

Beginning in mid-August, coinciding with the return to in-person education, El Paso County 

experienced a rapid increase in cases in school-age children—including both the 5-11 and the 12-

17 age groups—with case rates exceeding those of other age groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of Nov. 11, the 0-17 age group accounts for:  
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COVID-19 Weekly Case Incidence by Age Group
El Paso County
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https://www.comassvax.org/appointment/en/client/registration?clinic_id=11716&find_label=find_location&return_to=/appointment/en/clinic/search
https://www.comassvax.org/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=&search_radius=All&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=Children%27s+Hospital+Colorado+Springs+&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=&commit=Search#search_results
https://www.comassvax.org/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=&search_radius=All&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=citadel+mall&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=&commit=Search#search_results
https://www.comassvax.org/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=&search_radius=All&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=Chapel+Hills+Mall&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=&commit=Search#search_results
https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19/location-screening
https://mhealthcheckin.com/covidvaccine?clientId=1635960690935&region=Denver_-_10&assessmentType=1&urlId=%2Fvcl%2F1635961034453
https://mhealthcheckin.com/covidvaccine?clientId=1635956517515&region=Denver_-_10&assessmentType=1&urlId=%2Fvcl%2F1635958565639
https://mhealthcheckin.com/covidvaccine?clientId=1635958815120&region=Denver_-_10&assessmentType=1&urlId=%2Fvcl%2F1635960495525
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/how-can-i-get-a-vaccine


Metric Since March 2020 Last 30 Days 

Cases  16,667 of 106,478 total cases 

(15.6 percent) 

 

 2,412 of 11,416 total cases 

(21.1 percent) 

 

Hospitalizations  167 of 5,327 total 

hospitalizations (3.1 percent) 

 

 17 of 443 total 

hospitalizations (3.8 percent) 

 

Deaths  2 of 1,161 total deaths (0.02 

percent) 

0 of 64 total deaths (0 

percent) 
 

Outbreaks 

Information on outbreaks is on El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard (page 7). 
 

Vaccinations among children and youth by age group  

As of Nov. 10:  

• 3.6 percent of 5-11-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose) 

• 47 percent of 12-17-year-olds in El Paso County have been vaccinated (received at least 

one dose)   
 

Resources  

El Paso County Public Health is providing access to recent credible research articles on our website. 

This new resource will be updated weekly as articles are compiled and published.  

 

Please see El Paso County Public Health’s data dashboard for more information on local COVID-19 

data and trends.  

 

Mobile vaccinations are available as a convenient resource. If you are interested in hosting a mobile 

vaccination clinic at your school, business, or worksite, use this online form. 

 

Children’s Hospital Colorado features Bug Watch on their website, which reports the presence 

and prevalence of selected infectious diseases in hospitalized and outpatient children throughout 

their system. 

 
i Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html. 
ii Children’s Hospital Colorado. Children and COVID-19: Debunking the Number One Myth. 

https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/child-health-impacts-covid.  
iii Kaiser Family Foundation. KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor: October 2021.https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-

finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-october-2021/.  
iv Food and Drug Administration. Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee Meeting Briefing Document, 

October 26, 2021. https://www.fda.gov/media/153409/download.  
v American Academy of Pediatrics. Children and COVID-19 Vaccination Trends. https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-

coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-vaccination-trends/   
vi Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC Recommends Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine for Children 5 to 11 Year. 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1102-PediatricCOVID-19Vaccine.html.  

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-research-findings
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid19data-dashboard
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2_qwiDTPxEe56hOZY4lYIE7yjdWhkM5PocKtnEFAmb9UQks3U0xHSVpVTDk3SjFBNjI5WUtMNUdSQy4u
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/health-professionals/professional-resources/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/child-health-impacts-covid
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-october-2021/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-october-2021/
https://www.fda.gov/media/153409/download
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-vaccination-trends/
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-vaccination-trends/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1102-PediatricCOVID-19Vaccine.html

