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EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 
August 26, 2020 

BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 
 

 
The El Paso County Board of Health met at 200 South Cascade Ave, Colorado Springs, Colorado, on August 
26, 2020. Six Board of Health members were physically present and three participated virtually through Skype.  
 
Dr. James Terbush, President, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Board of Health Members:  
Dr. James Terbush, President – in person 
Victoria Broerman, Vice President – in person 
Yolanda Avila – Skype 
Cami Bremer – in person  
Dr. Robert Bux – in person 
Sam Gieck - Skype 
Longinos Gonzalez, Jr. - Skype 
Kari Kilroy – in person 
Doris Ralston – in person 
 
Directors Present:  
Susan Wheelan, Director – in person 
DeAnn Ryberg, Deputy Director – in person 
Dr. Robin Johnson, Medical Director – in person 
Dr. Leon Kelly, Deputy Medical Director and El Paso County Coroner – in person 
Brenda Heimbach, Health Services Division Director – Skype 
Michelle Hewitt, Public Health Information Officer – in person 
Keith Siemsen, Environmental Health Services Division Director- in person  
 
Others Present at Regular Session:  
Vicki Bennett  Lori Cleaton  Janni Conrad  Todd Evans   Stephen Goodwin  
Danielle Hendrix Jason Jorgenson Paula Linhares  Cathy Robbins  Joyce Salazar   
Lori Seago  Kayla Shock  Nikki Simmons Jessi Summers  Haley Zachary  
  
 
Approval of Agenda 
Dr. Jim Terbush asked for approval of the agenda. 
 
MOVED: by Doris Ralston seconded by Dr. Robert Bux to approve the agenda for the August 26, 2020 
meeting.  

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
Board of Health Comments  
Dr. Terbush attended the National Association of City and County Health Officials (NACCHO) preparedness 
conference. He listened to the Department of Homeland Security presentation and made the following 
observation: Just-in-time supply for pandemics does not work – the assessment is that we need to have fully 
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functional, robustly funded and staffed health departments already in place across the nation for national safety 
and security.  
Doris Ralston thanked El Paso County Public Health (EPCPH) for their work and noted it takes many 
collaborators to make the community healthy and secure.  
Commissioner Cami Bremer stated she is grateful for Public Health leadership that had the foresight to position 
us to scale up and provide for this community, and looks forward to see EPCPH continue be a leader. 
Commended the entire team for working closely with our school boards, schools and districts to ensure children 
can return to school safely. Feels like she is safely sending her own child to kindergarten in person. 
Kari Kilroy stated the Colorado Health Network is looking into a syringe access program for this community 
and is open to partnering with EPCPH and further discussing their plans. They plan to have a full plan in place 
by the end of this year and would like to meet with Board members.  
Commissioner Longinos Gonzalez stated he has been getting calls and emails regarding back to school. There is 
confusion of different schools’ plans and whether the recommendations are school or Public Health mandates. 
He also stated he would like to make sure stakeholder meetings regarding the proposed syringe access program 
are advertised and the EPCPH and Board members can participate.  
 
 
Approval of Board of Health Minutes  
Dr. Terbush asked for approval of the July 22, 2020 and August 13, 2020 meeting minutes. 
 
MOVED: by Kari Kilroy seconded by Cami Bremer to ratify the minutes from the July 22 and August 13, 2020 
Board of Health meetings. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 

 
Budget and Finance 
Nikki Simmons, El Paso County Controller, presented the July Financial Summary for El Paso County Public 
Health (EPCPH). Year to date brought in $11.4 million and spent $10.4 million, added to fund balance due to 
funding streams pertaining to COVID-19. To date, EPCPH has expended $507,000 of the County’s Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding.  
 
MOVED: by Kari Kilroy seconded by Doris Ralston to approve the July 2020 Financial Summary pending 
audit. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Resolution: 
Ms. Simmons also presented a Resolution to Recognize Revenue and Appropriate Expenditures in the Amount 
of $4,952,970 for the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, asking to recognize these 
funds and appropriate them into the 2020 budget. 
 
MOVED: by Cami Bremer second by Dr. Robert Bux to approve the resolution named above.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
RISE Report 
El Pomar had previously funded the RISE (Resilient, Inspired, Strong, Engaged) Coalition through the 
southeast Possibilities Initiative grant, received by EPCPH. RISE is dedicated to improving conditions and the 
lives of residents in southeast Colorado Springs. Cathy Robbins and other staff from El Pomar presented.  They 
acknowledged and thanked Councilmember Yolanda Avila for being a founding member of RISE. RISE’s 
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vision is a connected, dynamic community that provides opportunities for all. RISE is currently in the fourth 
year of the grant, and timing was right to look at what’s been accomplished and what’s left to do.  
The RISE coalition has a deep impact on the community and has mobilized Southeast to create a healthier and 
safer community. The report titled Because of RISE shows how connections formed by RISE are important. As 
RISE moves forward, it is important to recognize issues still faced.   
Joyce Salazar, EPCPH Community Outreach Coordinator for southeast Colorado Springs, was hired for this 
grant and also lives in the southeast community. City Council recently approved a $9 million renovation of 
Panorama Park.  
Findings from the report show that although much has been accomplished, the area is still facing challenges in 
infrastructure (transportation, affordable housing, community gathering space, parks); access (to quality jobs, 
services and food); health (disparities, health care and stress on youth); economy (development, local business, 
disparity and gentrification); community (engagement, social cohesion, awareness); and other (high 
incarceration rates, stigma and advocacy). Recommendations to improve these findings include training and 
improvements to the RISE steering committee, developing a strategic plan for the coalition, investigating a 
policy agenda to promote community advocacy, and supporting initiatives and efforts that integrate critical 
services into the community.  
Councilmember Avila commended Jeannie Orozco for her help as a RISE resident leader. She recognizes that 
efforts had to be community-driven by those who live, work and play there. The RISE coalition creates 
community and many leaders have been cultivated through this process. There is still a long way to go but she 
is appreciative the effort was started. 
Commissioner Gonzales thanked Joyce and the RISE coalition and is supportive of their efforts.   
 
 
Director’s Report  
Susan Wheelan introduced EPCPH’s new Community Health Promotion Division Director, Kyle Unland. 
 
Accreditation update: EPCPH was the first health department in Colorado to achieve accreditation. Recently 
submitted last items needed for the reaccreditation process and will report back on status.  
 
Flu season is approaching. EPCPH will do vaccine campaigns for flu shots, promoting all to get their shots 
starting in September. EPCPH is also working with Matthews Vu Medical Group to provide vaccine services 
for children, as EPCPH Immunization Clinic staff are reassigned to work on COVID response.  
 
EPCPH has been working on resiliency campaign resources for staff and community with Dr. Chip Benight and 
UCCS, the National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI) and Aspen Pointe.  
 
Ms. Wheelan thanked the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners for making EPCPH a priority in 
CARES dollar allocation. This greatly helps us to build needed infrastructure and respond appropriately to the 
pandemic.  
 
COVID-19 update:  
Haley Zachary, EPCPH Lead Epidemiologist, presented on identifying and managing COVID-19 in schools. 
EPCPH and community partners have been working with schools since early March, when COVID arrived in El 
Paso County. All state and local guidance is shared with school stakeholders and viewable to the public on 
EPCPH’s website. EPCPH remains in close and frequent contact with school nurses and other personnel and is 
available 24/7.   
John Rogerson, Superintendent of Harrison District 2, spoke positively to the partnership of District 2 with 
EPCPH.  
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An update to the EPCPH data dashboard update was presented by Stephen Goodwin, EPCPH Chief Scientific 
Strategist. The changes give more opportunity to explore the data and provide more detail.  
EPCPH is also close to partnering with the local hospitals to provide daily COVID counts and assessment on 
how COVID is affecting the hospital systems.  
 
Lisa Powell, EPCPH Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPR) Manager, presented status of testing sites. 
From the end of June through August 17, there was a testing site at the southeast YMCA, same time as a food 
drive. Collected 100 samples during that time frame. Now there is a high volume, low-barrier testing site at the 
Citadel Mall. The EPR team helped set up the site in five days through a City and County partnership. It is open 
10:00am-7:00pm Tuesday - Saturday. Exploring other pop-up testing sites throughout the community.  
 
Ms. Wheelan stated that El Paso County is not where we want to be in terms of COVID cases, but is making 
progress. EPCPH has been partnering with local businesses to encourage teleworking and reduce indoor 
variance capacity from 175 to 100 as part of the mitigation plan.  
 
  
Public Comments   
Jason Jorgenson, El Paso County community member, provided public comment.  
 
  
Executive Session 
 
Dr. Jim Terbush asked for a motion to move into executive session pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 24-6-402 (4)(a) (the 
purchase, acquisition, or lease of real property) and 24-6-402 (4)(e) (determining positions relative to matters 
that may be subject to negotiations; developing strategy for negotiations; and instructing negotiators) for the 
purpose of discussing a possible purchase or lease of property in the Fountain/Security/Widefield area. 
 
MOVED: by Dr. Robert Bux seconded by Doris Ralston to move into executive session.  
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Dr. Jim Terbush asked for a motion to come out of executive session. Votes were not able to be verified from 
video feed.  
 
 
Next Board of Health meeting  
September 23, 2020, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., located in the Snow Conference Room at the Citizens Service 
Center, 1875 W. Garden of the Gods Road.  
26, August, 2020-BOH/VBennett 


