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EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

JULY 15, 2013 

BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 

 

The El Paso County Board of Health met at 1675 West Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado 

Springs, Colorado, July 15, 2013. C.J. Moore, President, called the regular meeting to order at 

2:30 p.m. 

 

Board of Health Members: C.J. Moore, President  

Sharon Brown, Vice President  

Victoria Broerman  

Helen Collins 

Robert Bux 

Sallie Clark  

Kari Kilroy 

Amy Lathen 

 

Division Directors Present: Jill Law, Public Health Director 

    Dan Martindale, Deputy Director 

Tom Gonzales, Environmental Health Director 

Bill Letson, Medical Director 

 

Others Present at Regular Session:  

Elaine Johnson Kathy Vincent  Martin Thrasher Kathi Schwan  

Cheryl Wallace Sherri Cassidy  Lesia Gabel  Jakob Rodgers 

Janice Westberg Stacy Bray  Keith Homersham 

        

Approval of Agenda 

C.J. Moore asked for approval of the agenda, with items 7B and 7C brought to the top of the 

agenda. 

 

MOVED:  by Sharon Brown seconded by Vickie Broerman to approve the agenda for the 15 

July 2013 meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

C.J. Moore welcomed the new Board of Health reporter from the Gazette, Jakob Rodgers.  Jakob 

replaced Barb Cotter who was promoted to business editor. 

 

Jill Law explained that because of the different nature of the Black Forest fire, EPCPH relied 

heavily on partner agencies in neighboring counties. 

 

C.J. Moore read aloud a resolution expressing El Paso County Board of Health’s appreciation to 

Tri-County Health Department, Pueblo City-County Health Department, and Summit County 

Public Health Department for their inter-agency support to El Paso County Public Health, by 

providing on-site personnel from their respective Local Public Health Agencies to assist with 
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reduction of human suffering, protection of public health, and protection of the environment 

during the Black Forest Fire of June 2013. 

  

Stacy Bray from Tri County and Keith Homersham from the Castle Rock office were in 

attendance to receive thanks from the Board. 

 

MOVED:  by Sharon Brown seconded by Vickie Broerman to pass the resolution adopting the 

Black Forest Fire Appreciation to LPHAs. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

C.J. Moore read a second resolution of appreciation to other public and private agencies.  She 

indicated that the El Paso County Board of Health expresses its heart-felt appreciation to The 

Classical Academy, the Medical Reserve Corps of El Paso County, Fuel International, UCCS 

Beth-El College of Nursing and Health Sciences, and the Denver School of Nursing, for their 

assistance to El Paso County Public Health by serving needs at the North Disaster Assistance 

Center during the Black Forest fire. 

 

MOVED:  by Sallie Clark seconded by Vickie Broerman to pass the resolution adopting the 

Black Forest Fire Appreciation to Other Public/Private Agencies. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Victoria Broerman would like this experience to be published in a national publication as an 

example of working together and how the lessons learned from Waldo Canyon were immediately 

applied. 

 

Sallie Clark would like to put our model of working together/inter-connectivity as an example 

and nominate for awards. 

 

Jill Law stated that praise should be extended to all county services for the seamless way the 

integrated services were provided in less than 24 hours at the Disaster Assistance Center (DAC).  

She added that the data from the DAC is vital and will prove to be invaluable in terms of long 

term planning.  Reporting will take place in after-action reports. 

 

Amy Lathen expressed thanks to Tom Gonzales, Environmental Health Division Director for his 

work at recent subcommittee meetings.  Tom has provided professional, informed answers to 

people who really need help with recovery operations.   

 

Sallie Clark reminded the Board that we need to be mindful that there are two different recovery 

issues going on: the Manitou flood and the Black Forest fire recoveries.   

 

Jill Law added that Public Health teams are still actively responding to outbreaks of 

communicable diseases, as well. 

 

Victoria Broerman requested that the Board look into oversight of nail salons.   
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Jill Law acknowledged that people can experience problems with nail salons, but rather than take 

on additional duties at this time, her priority would be to communicate with Colorado 

Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) to find out why the complainr system isn’t 

working.   

 

Sallie Clark noted that through its membership in the National Association of Counties (NACo), 

El Paso County launched the NACo Dental Discount Card Program in July to help families save 

money on needed dental care, orthodontic treatment and other dental care services through a 

network of participating private practice dentists. The cost is $59 per individual or $69 per 

family.  She referred county residents to their website:  

http://www.elpasoco.com/Documents/NACo%20Dental%20Program%20Power%20Point%20P

DF.pdf   

 

Finance and Budget 
Cheryl Wallace of Rubin Brown, LLP, provided a report on EPCPH’s recent financial audit.  She 

stated that the auditor’s report is a communication required by our governing body.  EPCPH has 

been given an unqualified opinion, which is a clean opinion.   EPCPH was compliant with all 

requirements related to federal funding. 

 

MOVED:  by Amy Lathen seconded by Dr. Bux to approve the Rubin Brown LLP audit of El 

Paso County Public Health 2012 budget. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Elaine Johnson, County Budget Officer 

Elaine Johnson presented the financial report for May 2013.  There are no red flags.  There are 

some variances, as revenues are coming in slower than expected, but that could be due to 

trending of the budget.  Finance expressed no concerns regarding revenues or expenditures for 

the month of May.  She noted that the Tobacco grant money was sent before it was expended, 

which is unusual. 

 

MOVED:  by Victoria Broerman seconded by Sharon Brown to approve the financial report for 

May 2013, pending audit. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Director’s Report – Jill Law 

 

Jill Law provided Board members a recap.  Day to day services are still being rendered.  EPCPH 

staffed a response to the hepatitis A outbreak.  EPCPH screened 154 county residents for 

hepatitis A, with staff working through the weekend. 84 hepatitis A vaccines were administered.   

 

The Disaster Assistance Center (DAC) was up and running within 24 hours. 

 

Public Health (PH) personnel staffed the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), the Joint 

Information Center (JIC), the DAC and DAC north.  They manned recovery/reentry sites, 

provided masks and plastic bags for residents.  They provided information on the risks of debris 

http://www.elpasoco.com/Documents/NACo%20Dental%20Program%20Power%20Point%20PDF.pdf
http://www.elpasoco.com/Documents/NACo%20Dental%20Program%20Power%20Point%20PDF.pdf
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removal.  Staff worked on planning, community and subcommittee meetings.  All this was at the 

same time. 

 

Environmental Health (EH) Program Manager, Lee Griffen, ensured there was a water 

distribution point for the community.  As of 1 July 2013, the Black Forest Water Distribution 

Center recorded 4,600 gallons distributed and the Bulk Water Distribution Center recorded 9,000 

gallons distributed.  If residents’ wells were contaminated or damaged, the distribution points 

were the only way for Black Forest fire residents to get safe water. 

 

PH administered 758 doses of tetanus so far, and continues to provide them.  Tetanus is a 

vaccine EPCPH receives free from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

Helen Collins asked how many tetanus vaccination vouchers were given out during the Waldo 

Canyon fire.  Jill will provide that information to her. 

 

In Waldo Canyon, contractors did most of the debris removal.  The uninsured rate in Black 

Forest may be higher, so it appears that more individuals are doing debris removal themselves 

(rather than hiring a debris removal company) than occurred in Waldo.  It is important for them 

to be vaccinated against tetanus.   

 

Sharon Brown asked about the uninsured.  Jill stated that her information was from the initial 

reports filed at the DAC.  Seventy-three homeowners were uninsured (primary residences).  

More people reported uninsured outbuildings.  The data collected at the DAC has been very 

important.  One socio-economically challenged neighborhood is completely gone. 

 

Victoria Broerman asked if Jill had information from insurance companies.  Jill stated that she 

did not, and does not have authority to have that information. 

 

Sallie Clark mentioned that at a recent public meeting in Chippeta Park, someone encouraged 

residents to get earthquake insurance to cover mudslides from flooding, as it was less expensive.  

This is not true, mudslides from floods are only covered by flood insurance. 

 

Medical Director’s Report – Bill Letson 

 

Dr. Letson addressed the hepatitis A outbreak and Jill Law spoke of EPCPH’s immunization 

effort.   There have been 26 confirmed hepatitis cases in Colorado thus far.  Forty percent of 

those were in El Paso County.  The hepatitis A was traced to pomegranate seeds from Turkey in 

a frozen berry mix.  Those affected overwhelmingly used the berries to make smoothies.  Many 

had long-term or repeated exposure, which may be what put them at risk. 

 

Sallie Clark asked how hepatitis A is treated.   

 

Dr. Letson indicated that treatment is supportive.  They can treat for liver failure if it gets to that.  

Unlike hepatitis B or C, hepatitis A is not chronic and it does not stay in the system.  There are 

some relapses, but it can’t be treated with an anti-viral.   
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Jill Law added that to reduce the chance of illness, people must be vaccinated within 14 days of 

exposure.  That is why it was so important for PH to be open on weekend.  Exposed individuals 

needed to be treated rapidly. 

 

New Business - 

 

A.  Resolution for 2013 Emergency Spending Authority – Jill Law  

 

Jill Law indicated that EPCPH knew to immediately start tracking staff time during an 

emergency, since much of our income is from grants.   

 

There has been considerable damage to wells in the Black Forest fire area.  Wells are an opening 

to aquifers.  Water quality is a core function of Public Health.  Over 500 wells were surveyed –of 

those, 99 wells were open.  That said, with the immediate crisis contained, Environmental Health 

(EH) is being challenged with what is coming down the pike in next 12 months.  As of July 6, 

2013 our personnel cost estimate with benefits is currently $161,000.   We are hoping that we 

can recover the personnel cost of staff who served in the DAC from the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA). 

 

EH assets are being acutely taxed.  The workload for EH has increased exponentially, while the 

steady revenue stream normally generated by inspections and permits is down because staff are 

working non-revenue generating, higher priority issues.  EH normally gets 400 onsite wastewater 

inspections per year.  We’ve have 488 destroyed in Black Forest.  There has also been spike in 

normal construction permits.  It is important to help get them some temporary staff to deal with 

the increased workload that’s coming their way.  Many homeowners want to get this work done 

ASAP to avoid issues during the winter months. 

 

Sallie Clark wanted to know if staff hours on the Black Forest fire could be broken down by 

exempt vs. non-exempt status.  If an employee works on a grant, and is moved to non-grant 

emergency duties, Public Health loses out on the income that we would have collected had they 

worked on the grant.  Losses come in the form of lost grant revenue and lost income from normal 

chargeable services. She asked if the EPCPH revenue stream is down. 

 

Jill Law said that it is certainly down for the month of June, but that we could potentially recoup 

some of those losses by the end of the year if we get some temporary help for EH.  She 

underscored that even if the Board approves the funds requested in the Emergency Spending 

Authority Resolution; those funds aren’t transferred until the end of the year.  If staff could 

return to revenue generating activities, we could potentially recoup some of that money and not 

have to transfer the full amount. 

 

Victoria said she is very nervous about not planning far enough ahead. She asked how the Board 

could approve enough money without draining the budget. 

 

Jill Law reiterated that she is looking for temporary staff who could be trained to handle seasonal 

inspections, allowing specialized staff to continue working Black Forest fire issues.  That would 

enable the revenue generating services to resume. 
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Amy Lathen mentioned that because of code suspension, PH could be facing issues resulting 

from people living a year or more on their property in RVs. 

 

Jill also asked the Board to consider renting office space in Black Forest for $750/month + $100 

monthly utilities.  She believes it is important to build a relationship with the residents to 

improve compliance. 

 

Helen Collins asked Tom Gonzales how many specialists he had. 

  

Tom indicated EH has 15 specialists to inspect 2400 restaurants, plus spas, pools, and other 

duties.   

 

Kari Kilroy asked Jill Law to clarify exactly what she was asking of the Board. 

 

Jill replied that she was asking to use some of EPCPH’s savings to allow PH to continue to serve 

our core functions.  If something happens and we don’t need to move that money at the end of 

the year, then we don’t have to move it. 

 

Elaine Johnson, of the County finance office, explained the process of spending into fund 

balances.  PH is asking for spending authority and the appropriation of funds.  By not being able 

to bill the grants, we will not see that revenue.  She told the Board that they can do it now or 

later, but they can’t allow PH to get into the red.  She acknowledged that we can’t do this year 

after year, but County finance supports Jill’s request. 

 

C.J. Moore asked Jill, if we have to dip into this, to please keep us apprised.  Jill confirmed that 

she would. 

 

Amy Lathen recommended contacting La Foret for office space at no cost rather than incurring a 

monthly bill.   

 

MOVED:  by Amy Lathen seconded by Sharon Brown to pass the resolution adopting the 2013 

Emergency Spending Authority. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

Contracts  

 

Jill Law indicated that all contracts being presented before the Board were renewal contracts.  

She provided brief overviews. 

 

A.  FY14 Air Quality SOW/Contract  

 

MOVED:  by Sallie Clark seconded by Victoria Broerman to approve the FY14 Air Quality 

SOW/Contract contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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B.  Tuberculosis Outreach Contract  

 

This is a standard renewal under a five year contract through CDPHE.   

 

MOVED:  by Sallie Clark seconded by Victoria Broerman to approve the Tuberculosis Outreach 

Contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

C.  Nurse Home Visitor Program/Nurse Family Partnership  

 

EPCPH has maintained this contract for 12 to 13 years.  There was a slight increase as we 

increased our caseloads over the past year. 

 

MOVED:  by Sallie Clark seconded by Victoria Broerman to approve the Nurse Home Visitor 

Program/Nurse Family Partnership. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

Public Comments 

 

No public comments. 

 

Next Board of Health meeting  

 

August 19, 2013, 2:30 p.m. - 4:30, located in the John Snow/Milton Miller conference room. 

 

15 July 2013-BOH/KSchwan 


