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Reportable Diseases and Conditions List 

Questions?   Please Contact:  

What’s Going Around:  
A Weekly Communicable Disease Report 

Diseases and Conditions Reported During January 12-18, 2020 
This report is a weekly snapshot of communicable diseases reported in El Paso County, as well as a report of disease trends and 
local health alerts. El Paso County Public Health’s Communicable Disease Program partners with the medical community and 
the public to limit and stop the spread of diseases in our community. 

Diseases Reported January 12-18, 2020: 
 4 Animal Bites— 2 adults, 2 pediatric 
 1 Carbapenem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE)— 

adult 
 1 Hepatitis B, chronic— adult 
 14 Hepatitis C, chronic— adults 
 24 Hospitalized influenza— 21 adults, 3 pediatric 
 1 Salmonellosis– adult 
 4 Strep pneumo, invasive— 3 adults, 1 pedicatric 
 2 Varicella (chicken pox)- pediatric 

Additional Reports: 
 Total hospitalized influenza cases in El Paso County from    

September 29, 2019– January 11, 2020: 147 
  Total number of animals that have tested positive for rabies 

in 2020: 0 
 Gastrointestinal illness complaints, possibly foodborne,     

associated with a retail food establishment: 3 

1Fever may not be present in some patients, such as those who are very 
young, elderly, immunosuppressed, or taking certain fever-lowering 
medications. Clinical judgment should be used to guide testing of patients in 
such situations. 
2Close contact is defined as—a) being within approximately 6 feet, or within 
the room or care area, of a novel coronavirus case for a prolonged period of 
time while not wearing recommended personal protective equipment or PPE 
(e.g., gowns, gloves, NIOSH-certified disposable N95 respirator, eye 
protection); close contact can include caring for, living with, visiting, or 
sharing a health care waiting area or room with a novel coronavirus case.– or  
b) having direct contact with infectious secretions of a novel coronavirus case 
(e.g., being coughed on) while not wearing recommended personal protective 
equipment. 
Data to inform the definition of close contact are limited. Considerations 
when assessing close contact include the duration of exposure (e.g., longer 
exposure time likely increases exposure risk) and the clinical symptoms of the 
person with novel coronavirus (e.g., coughing likely increases exposure risk as 
does exposure to a severely ill patient). Special consideration should be given 
to those exposed in health care settings.

Clinical Features & Epidemiologic Risk 

Fever1 and symptoms of lower 
respiratory illness (e.g., cough, 
difficulty breathing) 

and In the last 14 days before symptom onset, a 
history of travel from Wuhan City, China. 
– or – 
In the last 14 days before symptom onset, 
close contact2 with a person who is under 
investigation for 2019-nCoV while that per-
son was ill. 

Fever1 or symptoms of lower 
respiratory illness (e.g., cough, 
difficulty breathing) 

and In the last 14 days, close contact2 with an ill 
laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV patient. 

Health News: Novel Coronavirus Interim Guidance 
 Patients in the United States who meet the criteria in the 

chart to the right should be evaluated as a patient under 
investigation (PUI) in association with the outbreak of 
2019-nCoV in Wuhan City, China. Healthcare providers 
should immediately  notify both infection control and El 
Paso County Public Health (EPCPH) of anyone meeting 
this criteria. 

 Currently, diagnostic testing for this virus can only be   
conducted at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). The 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) along with EPCPH will coordinate shipping via the 
State Public Health Lab. 

 Healthcare facilities are asked to collect the following 
specimens: 

 lower respiratory (Bronchoalveolar lavage,     
tracheal aspirate or sputum) 

 upper respiratory (Nasopharyngeal swab AND 
oropharyngeal swab [NP/OP swab] OR            
Nasopharyngealwash/aspirate or nasal aspirate) 
serum [red top tube] 

 More information can be located at: www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html?
CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%
2Fcoronavirus%2Fnovel-coronavirus-2019.html  
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